
Newsletter 3 

The Value of the month is ‘honesty’ 

…and we can honestly say that we are very 

impressed by our new reception class. Last 

week we had visitors from another local 

school who we had invited to help us 

evaluate our teaching: they were very 

impressed by how calm and focussed the 

children were and how confidently they 

were using all the equipment. Oh, and our 

guests liked our teaching all across the 

school, too. It is helpful to have outside people to check our self-evaluation. Thank you, Merryhills! 

Thank you to Rupert from St Pauls, too. The children enjoyed their 

Harvest assembly and, as ever, you were all very generous with 

your gifts.  

 

 

 

Next week is our Multicultural Week. The teachers have each 

chosen a poem and the children will be learning about that poem and the poet’s country and culture. 

We use our multicultural weeks to broaden the children’s learning experiences. This time, as well as 

the poetry, we will be covering some of our geography targets and also trying some food technology, 

dance and art. We have our dance workshops on Monday, so it is important that everyone has their 

PE kits in school on that day. There will be a charge on Parent Pay which will go towards the cost of 

the activities and workshops and we will take the rest from our dedicated ‘Sport Premium’.  

If any parents have time and are happy to contribute, we would welcome some examples of their 

own multi-cultural ‘finger food’ (no nuts, of course) for the children to try on Friday 19th October. We 

do like to push their boundaries a little bit. Cook Marina has also planned some exciting school lunches 

for the week and we will send the menu out with this newsletter. The classes will be studying the 

following countries - Reception: England; Year 1; UK; Year 2: India; Year 3: El Salvador and Central 

America; Year 4: Caribbean; Year 5: Australia and Year 6: Somalia. 

 Last term some parents suggested that we start an ‘Amazon Wishlist’ 

for little things that the school need. We have struggled with making our 

list public, but I think this should work now:   http://amzn.eu/1rOgw3Z  

Many thanks to the parents to continue to support us so generously. 

 

http://amzn.eu/1rOgw3Z


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In science Year 1 are learning all about 

their senses. This week, they were using 

their sense of touch and then using their 

vocabulary to describe what they were 

feeling. Some of them look a bit worried – 

I wonder what Mrs Ladopouli put in 

those bags? Actually, the children love 

their science lessons and I am grateful to 

the teachers for making them so practical 

and interesting! 

Year 4 have been pleased to 

welcome back Mrs Lenzi after 

she broke her leg over the 

summer. The children enjoyed 

their ‘invertebrate’ hunt. Who 

would have thought that we 

had so many mini-beasts in the 

school grounds? The children 

will go on to sort the creatures 

that they found and then learn 

how to make a ‘classification 

key’ like real scientists. Miss Seaton and her class shared an excellent Assembly on ‘The 

Egyptians’, where we heard some of the writing that they have done for the topic. 



We have been asked to publicise Mini Music Makers class for Reception aged children which 

takes place weekly at our Saturday Music Centre based at Houndsfield School. If parents are 

interested children can try a session on Saturday 29th September, 9.30-10.00am at the EMS 

Open Day, or they can contact the EMS office on 020 8807 8881. Also the forms to register 

for music lessons for the Spring Term are available from the school office  

For their topic on Ancient Greece, Year 5 decided to create 

‘Greek Pots’, inspired by pictures from the British Museum. 

The children used the ‘coiling method’ to join the clay and 

gradually shape the vessels and they took care to smooth the 

coils together so that the finished pots have surfaces that can 

be decorated. I will fire the pots in my kiln, so that the 

children can finish them with their own designs and, before 

everyone emails to complain about red clay and white shirts, 

apparently no one in Year 5 had even heard of an ‘Art Shirt’… 

Year 6 are deeply involved in their ‘Wartime’ topic. Luckily, Dr Goh was able to visit again this year 

to tell the children about the health problems in the trenches. The children put their fingers in agar 

plates which Dr Goh will grow in her laboritory. She will send us pictures of the plates once the 

bacterias have bloomed: yuk! For their art projects, the children 

have been creating WW1 soldiers and painting with watercolours. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwihkMKOgfrdAhVGYxoKHYn1CB8QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://openclipart.org/tags/music notes&psig=AOvVaw0oGK5DvXwPEGqgfNCrZbjy&ust=1539196812679963


 

 

 

 

 

The poppies were absolutely amazing! Over 85% of the children 

took part, which was wonderful. The poppies are all being 

mounted onto a display for the hall, so you will have a chance to 

see them. The winning poppy was made from wire, to represent 

the barbed wire from the battlefields. One runner up was created 

from a rubbing of the names on the Hadley Wood Cenotaph and 

the other was a delicate poppy sewn on to a black heart cushion. 

We were stunned by the range and ingenuity of the children (with your help) and hope that you all 

enjoyed being creative! 

Message from the rail users group: Calling all Hadley Wood residents and rail users!  Everyone is warmly 

invited to two important community events on Wednesday 17th October at the HWA Centre.  Trees along the 

track: Please drop in any time between 5.30pm and 8pm to meet Network Rail and The Tree Council who are 

here to inform and consult us on plans for further tree cutting along the lineside throughout Hadley Wood and 

remedial replanting plans.  Further details will be posted on the Treegate website. Train timetable and 

service:  It’s been a torrid summer for rail users and we are fortunate to have senior guests from both GTR and 

Network Rail to discuss the May timetable debacle and their future plans with us at the Rail User Group’s 

meeting starting promptly at 8pm.  We need to demonstrate strong community support to keep them honest 

to their promise of 4 trains per hour every day for Hadley Wood so please come along to show them how much 

the rail service means to us here.  

 We were just wondering how we were going to pay for the path 

over the mud to the MUGA, when we were suddenly given a grant 

from the ‘sugar tax’ in children’s drinks. The grant has to be used 

for something that will support the health of the children and one of 

the things suggested was a ‘scented path’! We needed no second 

bidding… the path is nearly complete, just in time to protect our 

new playing surface from muddy feet. I have bought a few scented 

plants to start the beds that will border the path, but if anyone 

wishes to help, or to donate scented, non-poisonous plants that 

might have overgrown in their gardens, then we have quite a big 

space to fill. So far we have Christmas Box, rosemary, thyme and 

sage. I have avoided lavender, because of attracting bees so close 

to the path.  

. . . and finally . . . please do come along and support the FHWS at their quiz night on Saturday. 

If, like me, you are unable to attend the quiz this time, the FHWS will happily accept raffle prizes to 

be won on the night. 

Poppies! 

http://www.hadleywood.org.uk/treegate.html
http://www.hadleywood.org.uk/railway.html

