
Newsletter 4  

The Value of the month is ‘honesty’ 

The children say that they chose this value because some children never own up, so it was 

interesting in assembly this morning when I asked them to talk to the person next to them about 

whether they thought they had a reputation for being honest. We love the ‘values’ because learning 

about them really does give the children the vocabulary for this kind of discussion.  

We are excited to welcome baby Sheens, who put in an early appearance on Sunday 21st. Thank 

you to the year 5 parents for their lovely emails. We are so sorry that we had to postpone your 

Parent Consultations, but babies make their own minds up when they are going to arrive. Mrs 

Bragoli, our Year 5 HLTA, did sterling work delivering Mr Sheen’s lessons for him, ably assisted by 

teaching assistants from our local agency. 

Year 5 are studying the poem ‘The Man from Snowy River’ from Australian poet 

Banjo Patterson. For their cooking activity they cooked dampers. These are created 

from dough, which the children made and then flavoured with things of their choice. 

The dampers were wrapped in foil and then cooked over coals. Some of the children 

claimed that they were the best things they had ever eaten… The children have 

written their own versions of the poem. One group has been captured in this QR 

code. Do have a look. 

Cook Marina has joined in the fun this week with a range of dishes from 

around the world. The souvlaki, tzatziki and hummus were especially 

popular, and everyone loved the marble cake. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 6 have been studying appropriate excerpts from ‘Home’, adapted from the original Somali 

poem by Warson Shire. They began with Somali dance with our guest dance teacher and went on 

to make ‘date filled sambusas’.  

  

 

 

 

Of course, part of the point of Multi 

cultural week is for the children to 

learn about the geography of the 

countries that they are studying 

and to realise how the physical 

features of the country influence 

the way of life. The children were 

amazed that printed maps go out 

of date quickly. 

Year 4 began with ‘Everybody’s doing it’, by Benjamin Zephaniah. Click here to hear their research:  

In year 4, the main geographical focus is on how the climate 

affects land use and the impact of this on the population. The 

Caribbean Islands are a perfect subject and the children loved 

Zephaniah’s work. The 

children loved making 

‘jerk chicken’. They 

had to wear gloves 

because of handling 

raw meat and all the 

utensils had to be 

sterilised in the 

dishwasher, 

but the 

result was 

worth all 

the effort. 

This is an excerpt from the Year 6 geography 

curriculum. Here you can see the children 

studying the maps of Somalia. 



The focus in Year 1 is on ‘the countries of Great Britain and our connection 

with the rest of the World’. Not much to cover, then, Mrs Albon! The children 

studied the map of Europe on their interactive whiteboard. Now that they can 

read, they can 

start to use an 

‘index’ and learn 

how to use an 

atlas properly. 

They even 

designed their own 

‘map symbols’. 

The children tried making maps of the 

classroom, to see how it is done. The children looked at the 

first verse of Wordsworth’s ‘Daffodils’ and pictured themselves 

floating above other areas of the British Isles.  It looks as 

though the highlight was making ‘Yorkshire puddings’, 

though. 

In Year 2 the children need to learn the name of the oceans 

and the subcontinents of the world. Miss Byrne chose Tiger by Ernestine Northover, from the Indian 

subcontinent, as her starting point. They also used the index to find the 

country and see which continent it was in. They made their own maps 

with cities, rivers and roads. They compared pictures from India with 

pictures from the GB map, comparing physical and human features. The 

children found the out that the Himalayas are the biggest mountain 

range in the world. Finally, the children made diva lamps to lead Rama 

and Sita home. 

 

 



The children enjoyed their ‘Bollywood’ dance class. It was amazing how much they learned in a 

short time. They shared their film with the rest of the school at our sharing assembly: we will have 

to ask Miss Bryne for the QR code so that you can all see it. 

Reception 

Classes geography is all about being close to home, so 

Miss Taylor chose ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ by 

local author Michael Rosen.  

The children used ‘compare bears’ for their maths…. 

…baked ‘bear’ biscuits……recorded their own ‘bear 

hunt’ and even drew some dark, scary bear caves. 

This is exactly the kind of outdoor exploration – with lots of talking -that we are 

trying to encourage this year. The children’s new vocabulary was evident when they 

came to retelling the story from the poem and we hope that they have been sharing 

their experiences with you at home, too. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3’s poem was ‘Rice Pudding’ by Jorge Argueta from El Salvador, which was originally written 

in Spanish. The children tried writing poems in the same style and they used the atlas to find El 

Salvador. The children have also been studying volcanoes, so they were particularly interested in 

the volcanoes of this region.  

Of course, the class made rice pudding. You probably 

smelled it, if you visited the KS1 building for parent’s 

meetings. In Year 3, the children need to learn about 

the equator and the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

They children understand that countries are hotter in 

equatorial regions, because they are nearer to the 

sun. 

Mrs Bertram has started Mindfulness sessions in KS2.  Mrs Bertram 

attended three days training to be qualified to deliver the Mindfulness in 

Schools Project, Paws b curriculum.  Mindfulness is about helping your 

mind to be in the present moment, whatever is happening; be that 

good or not so good.  All classes have had their first lesson and Mrs 

Bertram has been most impressed with the children’s level of interest.  

The first two lessons are about ‘Our Amazing Brain’ and how our 

prefrontal cortex is the part of our brain that helps us to concentrate, 

The ‘mile run’ has been in 

the news this week with 

schools being encouraged 

to do it every day. I think 

once a week is enough for 

us, but we can see the 

improvement in stamina. 

In inclement weather, the 

run will be round the fields 

and the tennis club. 

Date for your diary: Individual 

and sibling photos are on Tuesday 

6th November.  Anyone with pre-

school age children can come to 

the hall from 08.30 to have photo 

taken with their older siblings. 



make choices and be our best.  The children were invited to join in a short practice to learn how to 

focus on their breathing and notice the in-breath and the out-breath.  The next session will focus on 

our ability to make choices. 

 

Learning Languages: Mrs Bertram led a Learning Languages assembly for German with the support 

of one of our pupils.  His mother grew up in Aachen, a city on the border with Belgium and Holland.  

The children learnt some simple phrases in German and how to count up to 10.  He also shared 

photos of family holidays in Germany and the shop where his grandmother works, that sells special 

gingerbread from Aachen which is called 'Printen'.  If your family speaks another language at home 

and your child would like to share via a Learning Languages assembly, please speak 

to Mrs Bertram. 

Thank you to all the parents who, very generously, dropped in treats for the children 

from their own cultures. We do really appreciate that you take the time to help us 

enrich the children’s experiences in this way. I am afraid that I was not at school on 

Friday, so I do not have a photograph of all the food, but I 

am told that you were all as imaginative as ever.  

Our ‘theme weeks’ are aimed a giving the teachers time to focus on one 

area of the curriculum in a little more depth. In the past we have had 

science, maths, history, technology, art and ‘book’ weeks. The children 

really enjoy them, and the teachers are impressed by how often nuggets of 

learning from these weeks crop up in later work. I would like to thank Mrs 

Christophorou, our Geography lead, for her work in mapping skills 

progression across the school. Thank you to everyone who made the 

donation towards the extra cost of the week and to all the teachers for 

preparing exciting lessons for the children. 

Our after school Spanish lessons have proved so popular, that they have 

agreed to add an additional night, so that they can accommodate more children. Spanish will now 

also be available on a Wednesday. For more information or to book the club, please visit 

www.olespanish.net  

The Girls Football team played in the tournament at 

Power league. They played 5 games and got through to 

the semi-finals, which is the furthest they’ve ever been. 

They lost out to Eversley on penalties.  

They played amazingly!!! Mrs Obika 

. . . and finally . . . late news flash: 

Frankie Sheens! …and you thought 10 

year olds could be a challenge, Mr 

Sheens…  Congratulations! 

http://www.olespanish.net/

