
Newsletter 5  

The Value of the month is ‘resilience’ 

Resilience is a particularly appropriate value for this time of year. As we remember the centennial 

of the Armistice, the Year 6 children have been learning about the boy soldiers, some of whom were 

only three years older than themselves and thinking about the resilience you have to show when you 

are put in a situation where there is no alternative. (Mascara warning when your child reads Michael 

Morpurgo’s ‘Private Peaceful’). In assembly and PHSE lessons we have been thinking about when 

reliance is a choice and everyone can give excellent answers. We just need to put this in to practise 

when we don’t win/aren’t chosen this time/don’t get our own way at playtime… 

Important reminder: we have children at Hadley Wood who are 

seriously – even fatally – allergic to nuts. It is extremely important 

that the children do not bring nuts or nut based products to school 

at all. Just recently the eagle eyed Mrs Obika spotted a peanut 

butter sandwich in a lunch box and a couple of children have 

brought the convenient, but dangerous, Nutella bars. Please could 

you make sure that grandparents, dads, au pairs and anyone else 

who might occasionally pack lunch or snacks for your child is aware 

that they must not bring nut based products to school? 

 

 

 

 

 

Every week, Mrs Bertram 

chooses the ‘star class’ 

who have shown the best 

work, attitudes or values. 

Both Year 1 and 

Reception have been 

recent winners. We have 

been particularly 

impressed by how many 

of this year’s reception 

class can already use a 

knife and fork! 



 

 

 

Year 1 have been doing some superb work on using their ‘maths vocabulary’. The children chose a 

design and then had to describe to their partner how to make the same design with the block. It is 

surprisingly difficult; but it does mean that the children had lots of practise in describing shape, colour 

and position.  

I did not want to miss the opportunity to share the culmination of 

Year 3’s topic work. The children studied rocks and soils, which 

included learning about fossils. They went on to look at the tectonic 

movement that causes mountains and volcanos. For fun at the end 

of the topic they created - and then erupted – their own volcanos. 

Luckily Mrs Bassili took the topic work outside. The children carefully 

added the component parts and then watched delightedly as the 

‘larva’ flowed down the side of the volcanoes. Don’t tell Mr J it was 

us…  

You may remember that, in 

connection with their work on the 

trenches, Year 6 were learning about 

bacteria. They dipped their fingers in 

to some agar plates provided by Dr 

Goh. She was able to grow these on 

under laboratory conditions and the 

results are back. Now you see why we 

are always nagging you to wash your 

hands, Year 6!  

Following the drama workshops that Year 5 and Year 6 had at school before half term, we all 

trouped off to the Wyllyotts theatre to see the Young Shakespeare Company’s performance of ‘A 

Midsummer Night’s Dream’. 



 

 

 

 

                  In maths the children have been playing with fractions – a matching game 

where fractions are represented in different ways and each player has to recognise the fraction and 

find another for the same amount. 

 

Year 2 have been practising their map skills 
and looking at different types of maps. The 
curriculum for year 2 says: ‘I can talk about 
the 7 continents and 5 oceans in relation to 
the equator, North and South Pole.’ They have 
also been testing out different techniques 
with art pastels- working up to a Hockney 
inspired landscape. Watch this space! 

Our girls are enjoying their PE this year! Both the football and netball team have started the year 
well. Mr J is going to chase up some pictures of the boy’s teams for the next newsletter. 
 

The production was cleverly tailored so that the hilarious Puck character engaged 

with the children throughout. I think we have 60 Shakespeare converts now, if 

the follow up work is anything to go by! 

 



 
 

 

 

Reception have been on an Autumn Walk, looking at 

how the woodland has changed since they started 

school in autumn. The Reception curriculum says: 

•Develop the use of the outdoors so that young 

children can investigate features, e.g. a mound, a path 

or a wall. •Provide a collection of sets of items for 

children to explore how objects can be combined 

together in heuristic play sessions. •Make use of 

outdoor areas to give opportunities for investigations of 

the natural world. Miss Taylor wants the children to be 

aware of the changing seasons. The team are 

especially keen to widen the children’s environmental 

vocabulary. 

Message from Bambos Charalambous:  It’s that time of year again when the Festive Season will be fast 

upon us. As your MP for Enfield Southgate I would again like to do something special involving the wonderful 

children in my constituency. I would like to invite some of your students, Year 3 and below, to enter into a 

Christmas/Seasons Greetings card competition. The winning art work will be my 2018 card that I will be sending 

to my constituents in mid-December. The deadline for receipt of your students’ art work is 30th November at 

5pm. Please email it to me at this email address or send via post to Bambos Charalambous MP, 472 Green 

Lanes, London, N13 5PA. The prize for the winner will be a £20 WHSmith voucher. 

  

Congratulations to Year 2 and Year 4, who have both won ‘Punctuality Pete’ in the past two weeks. 

We know that the traffic has been absolutely dreadful since the road closures, so we do understand 

that punctuality is not an option for some people at the moment. It is wonderful to see so many 

certificate winners, too. The children are aware that we are trying to develop resilience and there 

have been lots of good examples to share. The good things about the certificates is that you can earn 

them for good work, good manners or a good attitude, so they are really open to everyone. 

 



 

 

 

 

It looks as though Year 4 had a lot to think about in their Anti 

Bullying Workshop, facilitated by the brilliant Hayley from 

Lemon Jelly. Hayley talks to us beforehand so that she can base 

her drama scenarios on real issues. Our Peer Mediators have 

been trained to deal with minor squabbles between the children, 

but it is important that the children know who they can talk to if 

they are feeling excluded or upset at school. We are also aware 

that some children are more articulate than others and that each 

situation has to be ‘unpicked’ very carefully. Our Anti Bullying 

and Behaviour Policies are on the website. 

Dates for your diary:  

Friday 30th November Mufti day in exchange for donations to sell at the Christmas Bazaar.  

Our Music Night is on Monday 3rd December. Year 4 parents will be invited to hear how their 

children are progressing with their clarinets. There will also be a chance to hear the orchestra, Glee 

Club and some soloists. 

Friday 14th December is Christmas Jumper day in aid of Save the Children. It would be lovely to 

see the children in their own clothes with Christmas Jumpers on that day. 

 

Please remember that the Book fair will be open 

after school every day this week from 3:25-4:00 

from Monday 19th November to Thursday 22nd 

November.  The company give us a percentage 

of the takings back in books for the classrooms, 

so please do support us. Books make lovely 

Christmas presents and we can now take cards or 

use Parent Pay if that is easier for you. 

 

The weather is certainly quite wintery now. Please 

will you ensure that your child has a coat in school every day? We do 

try to take the children out to play if we possibly can, because they 

can work so much more effectively if they have had some fresh air. It 

is really helpful if the coat has a hanger inside the collar, so that it 

can be hung on one of our pegs. If the children try to hang their 

coats up by the hood they inevitably fall off and they could be 

trampled or be a trip hazard in the corridor. Thank you!  


