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The Value of the month is ‘kindness’ 

Our plan is to teach the children that kindness is a habit and to help them develop that habit. We are 

hoping that over the year all of the values that the children chose at the Parliament will make the 

school a more positive, gentle place. It would really help us if parents could also think about how 

they develop their children’s resilience and kindness. Resilience is a particularly tricky one, because 

no one likes to see their child upset. Equally though, we will all save them distress in the long term if 

we help them to recognise that they won’t always win, always be the one chosen or have their own 

way; but that the world won’t end. We are trying to help them to take pleasure in the success of 

others, too. 

Year 5 have been developing their resilience by 

spending the day following maps and instructions. 

The children followed a footpath that has been 

created when a disused railway was removed. Of 

course, the highlight of the day was lunch in a local 

restaurant and the children finished their adventure 

by train back to Hadley Wood. Learning to find their 

way around and to be able to follow a map is an 

important part of the Year 5 curriculum. 

 



 

 

 

 

Year 4 are learning all about electricity. 

They started by creating circuits, which they 

tested by including a lightbulb which lit up 

once the circuit was complete. The next 

step was to break the circuit and to design 

their own switches. They had to test 

different materials to find out which would 

pass the current, then to design a way to 

open and close the switch.  

The final stage has been 

to paint a box ready for 

creating their own ‘buzzer’ 

games. In these games, 

the circuit is completed if 

the player slips and allows 

their handle to touch the 

bent wire. Then the 

buzzer will sound. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

It looks as though this was the last day 

before the weather changed, but here are 

Reception playing on our more 

challenging physical toys. The fitness 

equipment is here because of a lottery bid 

that we won a couple of years ago. The ‘sit 

and ride toys’ are to develop the children’s 

leg muscles and their balance. We are 

planning to introduce an ‘upper body 

strength’ challenge, such as monkey bars. 

Strangely, upper body strength has a 

direct affect on the children’s handwriting! 
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Anyone who saw their moving class assembly will know that Year 6 

have been studying the Great War and have now moved on to WW2. 

The children have visited the Imperial War Museum and plan to visit 

Bletchley Park, home of the enigma machine, where they will also see 

one of the first computers. A history of computing is part of the Year 6 

curriculum. The children are designing shelters that will support a 

weight. They have been looking at the shelters that were in use during 

WW2 and had the chance to sit in the recreation of one during their 

recent visit to the museum.  

Year 3 are hard at 

work on the 

production that they 

are leading next 

week. We are all very 

excited to see them. 

The singing sounds 

wonderful when I 

visit rehearsals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Arts Trophy was another wonderful event. All of the children 

from Year 1 upwards have been studying the poetry writing units in 

their English lessons. The topic this time was ‘I have learned from the 

past…’ . The children wrote their poems in many ways, from controlled 

rhythm and rhyme to free form. Each teacher chose the best entries 

from their classes and Mrs Worby invited two of our Governors, Mrs 

Evans and Mr Walker, to help me judge the final. We chose two poems 

that used language very well, but also incorporated clever images and 

original ideas. Well done, everyone! 



 

 

 

 

 

Message from Mrs Obika: We have been working with Nancy 
and Tom from Arsenal Women Sister Clubs to get more 
girls playing football, and create more exit routes for girls to 
find regular playing opportunities, regardless of their age or 
level. 
As a school we have changed football days to ensure girls are 
able to play together and gain confidence without being judged 
so on Tuesdays it is a ‘girl’s football day’ across the school. 
Tom from Arsenal Woman’s Football Club came in to meet the 
school and speak to all children but highlighted the girl’s football 
opportunities. The girls and boys asked lots of questions. Nancy 
will be coming back in the summer to take coaching sessions 
with the KS2 girls. 

 Arsenal Women Gunnerettes 
If you are a Primary School, you may also have some girls who would be interested in our Gunnerettes 
Programme. Arsenal Women Gunnerettes is a new coaching session aimed to get more girls playing 
football. The weekly coaching sessions include fun activities aimed at developing girls in their technical 
& physical ability, but also supporting the development of their confidence, creativity and 
communication skills. Sessions take place on: 
Day & Location Time 

Monday’s – Borehamwood FC  16:30 – 17:30 

Tuesday’s – University of Hertfordshire 17:00 – 18:00 

Friday’s – Ashlyn’s School 16:30 – 17:30 
 For more information and details on how to book, visit: https://www.arsenal.com/news/arsenal-
women-gunnerettes 

Year 1 are learning about division. Sharing can be a very tricky concept, but Mrs Albon is very 
happy with the children’s progress. They are using ‘Numicon’ to help them build their concept of 
division. From this year, the children in Year 4 will be taking an online tables test up to 12 x 12. Mrs 
Albon is making sure that these children will be completely confident by the time they are in that 
class! 
 

As promised, 

here are a couple 

of pictures of the 

boys teams. Mr J 

is very happy 

with the boys 

and says that he 

is often 

complimented on 

the quality of 

their football. 
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Year 2 have been measuring using 
scales and comparing weights.  
They have also been developing 
our pastel skills and looking at 
recycling materials.  In English, 
they have been comparing informal 
letters to create a list of key 
features. Miss Byrne has to make 
sure that the children have 
examples of all the different kinds 
of writing that are described in the 
‘Teacher Assessment Framework’.  
 
Two or three times a year, Miss Byrne and Mrs Davies take our books 
to ‘moderation’ where we compare books with other schools, to make 
sure that our judgements match the levels of other schools. We are 
always very proud of our books. In the past few years everyone has 
been especially impressed with the children’s beautiful joined 
handwriting. I know it takes Miss Taylor and Mrs Egan longer to teach 
the children to form their letters with the ‘flicks’ ready to join, but by 
Year 2 you can see how brilliantly it works. 
  
 

 
Thank you to everyone who supported this year’s Poppy Appeal. We collected £111.81. 

Last year we took part in some research for the Institute of Education. The project was 

part of their ‘Narrowing the Gap’ work, which is aimed at closing the attainment gap between 

the most and least able children. We had noticed that the children learned very well when they had 

apparatus to use, but that some of them struggled when it was time to move on to working in their 

heads. This sometimes knocked their confidence and put them off maths altogether. Mrs Worby 

taught everyone about ‘bar modelling’, which is a clever way of representing maths problems that 

gives the children a way of organising their thoughts. This gave the children a step between using 

their apparatus and working conceptually. The Institute have sent us a link to their published article, 

which includes Mrs Worby’s final poster:  

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ioe/case-studies/2018/dec/enfield-narrowing-gap-research-and-development-

project 
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