
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception 

Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Term 1 

2017 

Supporting your child at home 

Reading 

It is very important that you read with your child and to your child 

daily. Please comment on your child’s reading in their reading 

record. 

Phonics 

Please support your child by practicing these sounds and words at 

home. Words are everywhere so please encourage your child to 

‘have a go’ at reading. There are also many apps that can be used. 

Please ask a member of the reception team for more details of 

these. Short and frequent bursts of concentration are the most 

successful way to support your child’s learning at this age so 5 

minutes per day is great. 

Mathematics 

Look for and read number in the home and the environment e.g. 

clocks, car registrations, door numbers, money and tickets. Count 

with your child, start by counting to 10 and back then extend to 20 

and beyond. Please also support your child with early, practical 

addition and subtraction e.g. “I have 8 cars and you have 4 cars, 

how many are there altogether?” 

Thank You 

This half-term’s Topic 

Throughout the year in Reception we will explore a variety of 

Topics. The topics are led by the children’s interests so to start 

off we will begin with ‘Starting School’, ‘Ourselves’ and ‘Colour’. We 

will be exploring these topics through the story of Elmer. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Literacy 

This area will develop children’s early reading and writing skills and they will be 

supported and extended as appropriate. Children will have access to a wide range of 

mark-making and reading material to support their learning and development. 

During this half-term the children will have a daily synthetic phonics session developing 

their ability to recognise and use phonemes from Letters and Sounds Phase 2 and 

segment and blend phoneme to read and spell. During these sessions the children will 

also learn how to form letters correctly using the cursive script (in joined up style but 

not joining). As the children’s phonetic knowledge develops the children will then begin 

to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

The children will also learn and sing traditional nursery rhymes and develop their 

awareness of alliteration and rhyme. 

 
Mathematics 

This area provides children with opportunities to develop their counting, understanding 

and use of number, calculate simple addition and subtraction; and to describe shapes, 

space and measures. 

This half-term the children will develop their number sense and begin to recognise the 

different purposes of numbers in our environment. They will develop their ability to 

count to 10 and back (and beyond), to recognise and order numbers 1-10 and to develop 

accurate counting of objects using 1:1 correspondence. They will also begin to develop 

correct formation of numerals 1-9. Children will be introduced to mathematical language 

such as more and less, greater, heavier and smaller. They will develop their ability to 

say one more than a given number to 10. In addition, the children will develop their 

knowledge of 2D shapes and using shapes to create patterns. 

 
Understanding the World 

This area encourages children to explore their natural environment and make sense of 

the world around them. 

During this term the children will be encouraged to talk about themselves, including 

their interests, and their families and friends using their ‘All About Me’ books. 

During this term the children will be exploring different celebrations and beliefs. The 

children will also explore Christmas through our Nativity production.  

The children will also be accessing the media suite. Learning how to use the mouse to log 

on and open software programmes. They will be producing images related to our topics 

and develop their skills through the weeks.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 
This area provides children with opportunities to explore a wide range of media and 

materials, as well as encouraging them to share their thoughts, ideas and feelings 

through art, music, dance, role-play and design and technology. 

This term the children will explore what happens when they mix colours, build up a 

repertoire of songs and dances, and begin to construct with a purpose in mind. 

In addition, the children will be encouraged to use our home corner to introduce 

storylines into their play and work co-operatively with their peers to act out ideas.  

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
This area provides children with experiences that will develop their self-confidence and 

self-esteem, respect for others and a disposition to learn. 

This half-term the children will learn to access their environment, take care of 

resources available and grow accustomed to school life and daily routines. 

We will talk about how to manage our feelings, learn what acceptable behaviour is and 

how to adapt our behaviour to different situations. Children will also be supported to 

develop positive relationships with their peers and to take turns and share resources. 

Through our topic the children will develop an awareness of their own feelings and a 

sensitivity to the needs of others. They will also explore how to help others. 

 
Communication and Language 

This area will develop children’s abilities in communicating, speaking and listening. 

Children will be provided with opportunities to develop these skills through a range of 

activities and for a range of purposes. 

The Reception environment offers children opportunities to use language to imagine and 

recreate roles and experiences. Through our Topics the children will be learning to 

listen attentively, discuss, predict, sequence and re-tell stories. 

During this half-term the children will be learning to listen and respond to the opinions 

and ideas of others and to use talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking, ideas, and 

feelings. The children will use their ‘All About Me’ books to talk about their own lives 

and interests, supporting them to get to know their peers.  

 
Physical Development 

This area will provide opportunities for children to be active and interactive in order to 

develop their co-ordination, control and movement. Children will learn the importance of 

physical activity and eating healthily. PE will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

This half-term the children will develop skills through fine-motor and gross-motor 

activities. They will develop their ability to use a pencil to form recognisable letters and 

improve their control when handling tools, construction and malleable materials. 

The children will have specific P.E. lessons outside the Reception environment. These 

sessions will provide opportunities for the children to develop their special awareness 

and explore travelling on different parts of their bodies. 

 


