
 

 

 

 

 

Supporting your child at home 

Reading 

Please continue to read with your child and to your child daily. Please 
comment on your child’s reading in their reading record.  If you have 
any questions about helping your child to read now that they have 
books containing words, please do not hesitate to ask.  

Phonics 

Now the children have finished Phase 3 of their phonics programme, 
please continue to practise their ability to recognise and spell the 
digraphs and trigraphs. IN addition, please use the flashcards 
provided to practise their recognition of the tricky words.  Please 
also check that your child is forming their letters correctly on their 
practise worksheet. Short and frequent bursts of concentration are 
the most successful way to support your child’s learning at this age 
so 5 minutes per day is great. 

Mathematics 

Look for and read numbers in the home and the environment e.g. 
clocks, car registrations, door numbers, money and tickets. Count 
with your child, start by counting to 10 and back then extend to 20 
and beyond. In addition, practise counting in twos, fives and tens. 
Please also support your child with early, practical addition and 
subtraction e.g. “We made 12 cakes and we have eaten 3. How many 
are left? 

Thank You

Reception 

Curriculum Overview 

Spring Term 2 

This half-term’s Topic 

Throughout the year in Reception we will explore a variety of Topics. 
During Spring 2, the children will explore People Who Help Us! We 
will focus on a range of stories in conjunction with this.



 Literacy 

This area will develop children’s early reading and writing skills and they will be supported 
and extended as appropriate. Children will have access to a wide range of mark-making 
and reading material to support their learning and development. 
This half-term, the children will continue to learn the Phase 3 digraphs and trigraphs of 
the ‘Letters and sounds’ phonics programme. The children will further develop their 
segmenting and blending skills when reading and explore reading words and captions 
containing digraphs. Following this, the children will begin Phase 4: developing their ability 
to segment and blend words containing adjacent consonants. 
In writing, the children will continue to be encouraged to use their phonic knowledge to 
segment words with digraphs, make plausible attempts at more complex words and secure 
punctuation (capital letters, finger spaces and full stops). They will also be taught how to 
spell the tricky words they have already learnt to read and encouraged to write HFWs 
from memory. The children will continue to complete phonic spellings, and two pieces of 
writing linked to our topic.  
The children will also continue to take part in a weekly guided reading session.

Mathematics 

This area provides children with opportunities to develop their counting, understanding 
and use of number, calculate simple addition and subtraction; and to describe shapes, 
space and measures. 
This half-term, the children will develop their ability to solve number sentences by 
counting on or back using a number line. We will be learning the patterns of 2, 5 and 10 
and exploring ‘odd’ and ‘even’ numbers. We will also be focusing on the children’s 
formation of numbers. 
In shape, space and measure, the children will further explore 3D shapes and their 
properties, learn the months of the year in order, develop their vocabulary when 
describing weight and continue to develop an understanding of money.

Understanding the World 

This area encourages children to explore their natural environment and make sense of 
the world around them.  
Through our topic, the children will be learning about the different roles of people who 
help us and how to keep ourselves safe. They will also develop an understanding of the 
Christian tradition of ‘Easter’. As the climate changes, we will be observing and exploring 
the properties of ice. 
In technology, the children will be introduced to the programming software ‘scratch’ both 
on the iPads and in the media suite.

Expressive Arts and Design 
This area provides children with opportunities to explore a wide range of media and materials, 
as well as encouraging them to share their thoughts ideas and feelings through art, music, 
dance, role-play and design and technology. 
This half-term, the children will be developing their ability to create ‘high’ and ‘low’ sounds. 
As part of their learning through topics, the children will be encouraged to develop their 
imagination regarding people who help us and develop stories together through both role-play 
and small-world play. This half-term the children will be taking part in our ‘Arts Trophy’. They 
will be exploring fine art and then creating their own piece of art work.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 
Through this area children will be provided with experiences which will develop their self 
confidence and self-esteem, respect for others and a disposition to learn.  
During this half-term the children will be developing their confidence to try new activities and 
independence in accessing the resources in the setting. We will also be discussing different 
feelings and being sensitive to the feelings and needs of others. Children will continue to have a 
‘focus day’ during the remainder of the spring term, providing each child with opportunities to 
build their self-confidence and awareness and take charge of their own learning.

Communication and Language 
This area will develop children’s abilities in communicating, speaking and listening. Children will 
be provided with opportunities to develop these skills through a range of activities and for a 
range of purposes.  
During this half-term the children will continue to develop their speaking, questioning and 
listening skills during discussion based around our new topic. The children will be encouraged to 
role play different scenarios in the ‘Vet’s Surgery’ and ‘Baby Clinic’.  
As part of their focus day, children will continue to be given opportunities to talk to the rest 
of the class about their interests and experiences. Through this, the children will be learning 
how to express themselves effectively and be aware of their listeners.

Physical Development 
This area will provide opportunities for children to be active and interactive in order to 
develop their co-ordination, control and movement. Children will learn the importance of 
physical activity and eating healthily.  
 This half-term, the children will continue to access activities to develop their fine-motor skills 
and support their letter and number formation. We will be using the Dough Gym programme as 
a way of improving fine motor skills.  
In PE, the children will be learn different things to do with a ball, they will develop skills which 
include controlling a ball, rolling and throwing a ball, bouncing a ball, kicking a ball, catching a 
ball and striking a ball.


