
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Autumn Term 2, 2018 

Year 6 

 

War and Peace 

 World War 2 

  

 

 
As sportsmen we will use our knowledge of compositional principles 
in gymnastics and learn to develop our skills and agility individually, 
in combination and in sequence, with the aim of showing as much 
control and precision as possible. In Hockey, we will improve our 
defending and attacking play as we start to play even-sided mini-
versions of Hockey. We will learn to use a range of different passes 
to keep possession & attack the opposition’s goal. We will also 
ensure that as part of our values work, there is a focus on teamwork, 
and team spirit as well as learning how to win and lose well.  

 

In RE, we will be looking at the topic of Judaism, where we will think 
about why is it important to keep traditions/customs alive. We will 
study the main Jewish festivals including Shabbat and Chanukah, 
learning about the key beliefs and teachings of the Jewish faith. 
 

This term you can help you child at home by 

 Making sure that your child reads at home every day and at 

least three times a week out loud to an adult. Aim to ask your 

child questions about the books that they read so that you can 

check and help them with their understanding. If they haven’t 

already, please ensure that your child reads the Harry Potter 

series.  

 Regularly rehearsing times tables up to 12x12 (and further!) 

with them, making sure that they really do know them 

 Supporting and encouraging them to complete their 

homework on time, learn grammar and talk about their day 

 Ensuring that they are accessing Fronter regularly and when 

required to submit work 

 Reading the newspapers (broadsheets or online)and 

watching the news so that they gain an insight into world 

news and current affairs 

In PSHE we will continue to focus on our school’s chosen values. 
The value for November is whilst the focus for December 
is We will discuss and explore the meaning of these 
values and the implications for everyone within our school 
environment.  
 
 



 

  
As mathematicians we will be looking at fractions, decimals, 
percentages, factors, multiples and shape. We will also be 
continuing our work on four operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division). A major focus will be long division as 
well as the early aspects of geometry. Additionally, we will be 
testing the children to determine their progress and the best route of 
learning for individual groups, completing regular mental maths 
tests and continuing to sharpen our investigation skills. 

 

As scientists we will be deepening our understanding of why and 

how organisms are classified. We will become aware of the types 

and characteristics of organisms that belong in each of the five 

kingdoms of living things. We will also devise our own systems of 

classification of living things, using their observable features.  

 

In English we will be reading a range of texts from War, including 

Goodnight Mr Tom. We will be using this text as a stimulus for 

fiction writing. Using our understanding of rationing, we will write 

detailed instructions for a rationing recipe, using appropriate 

vocabulary. Following on from our visit from the Young 

Shakespeare Company, where we performed extracts during a 

fascinating workshop on Shakespeare’s ‘A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream’, we will be completing a short unit on this play. We will read, 

perform and analyse the story and original text before watching the 

storyline unfold on stage during our visit to trip to the Wyllyotts 

Theatre. 

In ICT we will research the history of computing. We will look at a 
range of technological breakthroughs which have shaped the world 
as we know it today -   starting with the introduction of the Z1 
computer in 1936. We will also look at the language of code as part 
of our WW2 topic and the importance of cracking messages and 
ciphers in preparation for our visit to Bletchley Park later on this 
term. 

  

This term we will be continuing our historical learning by studying 

the Second World War. The children will once again be able to 

determine the direction of the study having looked at a number of 

primary and secondary sources from WW2. Throughout the half 

term, we will link our historical understanding to English through the 

reading of books and texts as well as linking to music and design 

and technology to deepen our understanding of the Second World 

War in Britain and Europe.  

As historians and geographers we will study the changes in 

Germany from WW1 to WW2 including changes to land and the 

geographical implications, the rise of Hitler and use of propaganda 

as a means of indoctrination. We will look at the British response to 

WW2, particularly looking at the Blitz, evacuation, Make do and 

Mend and the Home Front effort. We will describe the characteristic 

features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 

experiences of men, women and children. We will identify periods of 

rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively 

little change. 

As designers the children will study rationing and follow a recipe to 
cook a WW2 meal. We will select and prepare foods for a particular 
purpose; weigh and measure using scales; join and combine food 
ingredients appropriately. In construction, we will design and make 
an Anderson shelter to withstand pressure and force. The children 
will build frameworks using a range of materials; use the design 
criteria to inform their decisions about ways to proceed; justify their 
decisions about materials and methods of construction; reflect on 
their work using design criteria stating how well the design fits the 
needs of the user; identify what does and does not work in the 
product and make suggestions as to how their design could be 
improved.  

As Spanish speakers we will be developing our ability to speak 
fluently. We will be listening to spoken language and showing our 
understanding by joining in and responding. We will also be 
exploring patterns and sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes.  

As musicians we will learn songs from WW2, linking to the 
importance of the Home Front to the war effort. We will compose 
and perform our own ‘songs for the boys’ and record these with 
instruments. We will describe how lyrics often reflect the 
cultural context of music and have social meaning; perform solos or 
as part of an ensemble and create songs with verses and a chorus. 
 


