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The Value of the month is ‘Self Respect’ 

Firstly, on behalf of all the staff, I would like to thank you for the generous gifts that we all received 

at the end of last term. You are very kind. I am always delighted when my family rush to the car to 

‘help me unload’ at the end of term, but maybe I am not the attraction… 

Our new value is ‘self-respect’, which is actually a very tricky concept for children. In assembly this 

morning, everyone seemed to understand ‘self-esteem’ and they could see the part that your family 

and friends play in raising self-esteem, but they found the idea of ‘keeping your dignity’ quite hard 

to understand. We’ll keep working on it! 

Over the Christmas break Mr J has installed our lovely new outdoor instruments. The Friends of 

Hadley Wood School very kindly sponsored the instruments, which are part of our drive to increase 

the creativity of our outdoor area, now that the football game is safely in the MUGA and off the 

playground. Our next project is to build a little stage for the shows that are put on most playtimes. 

Don’t forget the forthcoming FHWS events: Comedy Night on 9th Feb and Family Bingo on 23rd 

March. Recently, in addition to the outdoor instruments, the FHWS have bought reading books for 

the class and maths equipment requested by class teachers. Most of our reading books are quite 

current, but some are classics, as dictated by the National Curriculum. This morning I heard Mrs 

Lenzi trying to describe what a ‘thermos flask’ and a ‘recreation ground’ were… Miss Byrne is going 

to be teaching her class about money – but all our plastic coins are redundant, now the shapes 

have all changed! 

On the first day of term we were very happy to welcome our friends 

from Merryhills School. Merryhills’ philosophy about teaching is the same 

as ours and we often share ideas. The Year 1 team came to see what we 

do here, especially the way that we teach and develop the lovely 

handwriting, of which we are so proud. We will be arranging a return 

visit later in the year, so that our teachers can see children in their age 

groups learning in another setting and swap ideas with other 

professionals. 



The Spring term is the term where we often see the children make the most rapid progress. They 

are all used to their new settings and confidence is high. The curriculum information is all available 

on the webpage, but here is a summary of what we will be studying this term: 

Year 5 wanted to share their photos of the ‘floating 

and sinking’ that they did at the end of last term. This 

half term their science is going to be all about ‘A journey through the 

Cosmos’, learning all about space and how the planet Earth fits into the 

bigger picture. The will be continuing their music work with ‘Charanga’ and 

in DT they will be testing which materials and shapes make the most 

effective parachutes. I had better warn Mrs Bertram that there might be 

eggs whistling down past her window again… The class will be using a 

piece of animation called ‘Invasions’ to create a piece of extended writing, 

using all the fiction writing skills they have been learning. 

Miss Spendlove has been teaching Year 1 all about body tension. She 

showed the children that a plank does not bend in the middle when you 

pick up one end and then demonstrated with someone being ‘a plank’. 

It turns out it wasn’t that easy, when everyone else had a go! 

In science the children are going to be learning the properties of 

different materials. They will be looking at some Victorian toys in history 

and then using their knowledge of materials to have a go at making 

their own toy. In IT the children are going to be having a go at simple 

coding. All the choices will be there, but the children will need to select 

them and drag them into a program to make their floor robot move.  

In RE the children will be learning about what it is like to grow up in a Muslim family, so more of 

the children will be able to share their culture with their classmates. 



The superheroes in Year 2 have been using some 

of the values that we chose for this year to 

describe their own Super Power.  

The children will be learning about the Hindu faith 

and finding out what it is like in a Hindu Mandir. In 

science, Year 2 will be learning about food chains, 

but their main topic this half term is ‘Polar Regions’ 

and that will be their geography and the basis for 

lots of their writing. They will even be focussing on 

Polar animals for their art lessons and visiting Tring 

National History Museum. In IT, Year 2 will be 

learning to write and debug simple algorithms. 

Year 4 have been busy learning how to use Excel to create a graph. The children’s main topic this 

term will be reading Roald Dahl’s ‘Charlie and the Chocolate factory, visiting a real chocolate factory 

and the learning all about the human digestive system. Luckily they will be learning about teeth and 

how to care for them, too! Apparently they will be comparing the teeth of carnivores and herbivores 

and looking at how the skulls adapt for the animal’s diet. Their English lesson are going to include 

creative writing of character and setting descriptions and also writing a formal letter to Willy Wonka. 

We have had an outbreak of traineritis at school: the school uniform is black, preferably 

leather, shoes that have been properly fitted for the children’s feet. They will be wearing 

them all day and their growing feet need to be supported properly. We understand that 

the children need to change into trainers when it is their turn to play football on the MUGA, 

but some people are using this as an excuse to wear trainers all the time. It may sound 

mad, but this really does have an effect on the children’s behaviour in class and round the school. 

We find that it is always noisier on ‘dress down’ days! 

 



Year 3 are learning all about ‘forces’. They started their topic by finding all the things in the 

classroom that could be pushed, pulled or twisted. They are going to be doing some experiments 

involving friction. In history the children will be learning about the Stone Age and they will base 

their creative writing in this period, too. In art they will be looking at the Lascaux cave paintings 

and thinking about the kind of images early man created and how these were made. In maths they 

will be learning more about telling the time on both digital and analogue clocks and, of course, 

practising those times tables, ready for next year’s new online test. 

Year 6 are preparing for their SATs now. They will be reading some classic 

children’s fiction and trying to improve their inference skills and their 

vocabulary. In their English lessons they will be making sure that they are 

really secure about all the different kinds of grammar that they have been 

taught. They will be thinking about how to fit their writing to purpose: is this a 

descriptive piece, or should I be writing more formally? In maths they will be 

thinking more about charts and graphs and revising adding and multiplying 

fractions. In science, they will be thinking about how organisms adapt for their 

environment and about how these adaptations cause evolution over time. 

They will be studying the work of Pablo Picasso and trying out some of his 

techniques. Just to prove that they are still finding time for some fun, here they are enjoying their 

PE lesson! They were learning about ‘counter balance’ and working with a partner for gymnastics. 

For our theme week this term, we are returning to The Battle of Barnet. It is four years since we 

last had a battle project, so no one will be in the same Key Stage as they were last time. On the 

last day, we usually share our learning dressed as peasants from 1471. It doesn’t have to be 

complicated, just tuck your trousers into some football socks, or wear a hat and apron over a 

longish skirt, but I thought I would give you a few weeks prior warning! If you have any skills which 

might enhance the week, please do let us know. So far we have booked medieval dancing, fencing, 

pottery and baking sessions, but if you happen to own a falcon... 


