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The Value of the month is ‘patience’ 

恭喜發財 Kung Hei Fat Choy to all our Chinese friends! Marina and Song 

have obviously been being patient in the kitchen. Patience is a difficult 

concept for young children, but we are always being told that we are raising 

an ‘instant gratification’ generation, so we really do have to try and persuade 

them that some things are worth waiting for… we are also thinking about 

waiting with good grace, because tapping your foot and frowning isn’t really 

being patient, is it? For the children, it is often difficult to be patient with one 

another, particularly if someone is ‘having their go’ slower than you would, 

or you think they don’t have your skills, but we do want the children to grow 

up inclusive and understanding if we can. Please do talk to your children 

about why the school needs to be inclusive and why we are trying to teach 

them that no one is more important or entitled than anyone else. 

Reception have been using their Numicon to practise adding up! They are so clever these days… 

Recently, Mrs Worby, Mrs Bertram and I have been visiting the children’s reading groups all across 

the school and I am so impressed at where we are, only half way through the year. Reception did 

not quite put their pictures up in time last time, so we have two set from them this time: 

 

 

 

The topic in Reception is ‘Knights and Castles’. The children have been using their toys 

to design their own flags – which takes some patience! They have been working together 

to create some wonderful castles, in both duplo and blocks. You have to admire their 

creativity. Someone has also worked very hard on their reclaimed material creation. The 

children will be ready for our ‘Battle of Barnet’ themed week next week. 



 

 

 

Year 5 had a brilliant day out at Greenwich where they stood on the Prime Meridian and saw the 
'Time Ball' drop from Flamsteed House. It is one of the oldest time keeping devices and is the one 
which sailors on the Thames used to sync their clocks. The children were excited to touch a 4.5 billion 
year old meteor and amazed to think that it had actually come from space. The main focus of the 
day was to go to the planetarium to learn about the Solar System, which is their main topic this term. 
They also had the chance to ask an astrophysicist questions about the universe. Mr Sheens says that 
the thing that they will all remember is that George P touched a duck… (?) We are very keen to 
extend the children’s learning outside the classroom and the teachers take lots of time and trouble to 
find engaging trips for the children, but it is often these other experiences that they have on the day 
that add to their education. For example; I am sure that ‘changing quickly’ and ‘looking after your 
own clothes’ are nearly as valuable as actually learning to swim… 

 

Year 4 had an exciting day at 'The 
chocolate Museum' where they learnt 
about the history of chocolate and how 
chocolate is made from cocoa beans. 
They even got to taste raw cocoa 
straight from the bean and were 
disappointed that it was quite bitter! 
The children had a workshop in making 
their own chocolate truffles from 
scratch. They tempered the chocolate 

and moulded it, before decorating it and taking them home in their own little bags. Thank you to Miss 
Seaton for organising the trip and to Mrs Lenzi and Mrs Worby for helping out.  
 



 

 

 

 

Year 1 did not let the bad weather keep them inside. They had a wonderful time playing outside in 

the snow. Children are fascinated with snow and there is no substitute to just playing in it and 

squishing it in your hands. We have been interested to see that the snow lasts longest on the 

MUGA, because the ground is so compacted underneath. Learning about the weather is part of the 

Year 1 geography curriculum. 

Next week is the Spring enrichment week and this term we have chosen to extend the 

children’s experience of history. Our topic is ‘The Battle of Barnet’, which happened 

very near to the school site in 1471. The teachers have studied the skills each year group 

need as historians and have planned suitable activities. We will be very grateful if parents 

are willing to make a small contribution to the cost of the theme week. Each class will be 

spending slightly different amounts and these will be put on Parent Pay. We have booked 

Black Knight Historical actors, dance workshops, archery, cooking, potting and historical walks. On 

Tuesday some actors will be walking the children through the story of the battle: they 

have asked that, if they wish, the KS2 children could bring a ‘sword’ made from pipe 

lagging with a taped end, to give it strength.  

On Friday, the children are welcome to come to school 

dressed for the period if they wish – long skirts, 

aprons shawls or trousers tucked in to football socks, 

shirts and caps. There is no need to go to a lot of 

trouble. as this is just supposed to add to the 

atmosphere.  

Year 6 have been working on comparative fractions. They have also been looking at decimals and 

percentages and understanding how all those things fit together. The maths always sounds a bit 

daunting in Year 6, but the children have developed their skills over time and they are all quite 

confident. Mrs Christophorou is glad that most of the children are confident with their times tables, 

because things like ‘long division’ and ‘area’ just aren’t possible without tables. The children have also 

been working on their ‘emotional literacy’, ready for their next big step to secondary school. 



 

 

 

 

Year 2 have been researching world habitats 
and their conditions on the iPads, as part of 
their science topic. The children are looking at 
how animals depend on their habitats to meet 
all their needs. When they have finished their 
research, they are using picture cards to create 
their own food chains, including a producer, 
consumer, prey and predator. The children 
find the IPads really easy to use. They are an 
invaluable resource and we would not have 
them without the generous support of parents. 
 

On that subject, I hope to see you all at the FHWS ‘Comedy Night’ on Saturday! 

Year 3 have been thinking about tasks that need patience. The children tried several tasks that 

required patience and then went on to apply their creative skills in their, very patient, art work. You 

will be able to see the final pieces at our parent’s consultations next week. 

Over the past few weeks the children have been creating their short stories, for our ‘500 word’ Arts 

Trophy. Governor Dr Armstrong joined Mrs Worby and Miss Byrne to judge the finalists this week. 

They chose Lewis Ellinas’s story “We’re Taking You Home” as the outright winner. They loved his use 

of language and the way that he crafted his story. Congratulations, also to Ella Robson and Alé 

Cook from Year 6, Elena Stijovic from Year 5, Lili Cockburn and Asher Maxwell-Odedina 

from Year 4, Zishan Suhail and Gracie Ivers from Year 3, Charlie Rose-Oates and 

Evan Hayward from Year 2 and Yeshua Galvez and Kai Yamashita Shah from 

Year 1. Winning KS2 entries will also be entered into the Enfield ‘Mayor’s 

Writing Competition’, where they will be judged against all the other 

schools in Enfield. Good luck, Hadley Wood!  


