
 

 

Newsletter 11 

The value of the month is ‘patience’ 

I hope that you have been hearing lots of wonderful things about our theme week last week! When we held 

our ‘pupil survey’, we were sad to see that history was one of the least popular subjects. We all love history, 

but the children thought we were not teaching it in a lively enough way… well, they certainly can’t claim that 

last week has not been lively! 

The Battle of Barnet happened at Easter in 1471 (easy to remember – left hand side of your keypad!) but 

it is relevant to us, because it was very near this site. In fact, soldiers fleeing from the battlefield would 

certainly have come across this site. No one is exactly sure where the battle happened, but they know it was 

somewhere around the St Albans Road in Barnet and that it was in heavy fog. Anyone local will have seen 

the trails of mist that lay across the St Albans Road even today. 

Reception 

The Reception curriculum all emanates from the children themselves. They do not have much idea about 

‘What life was like in the past’, so that is where Miss Taylor started. Their topic was ‘Knights and Castles’, 

because most people know what a castle looks like from fairy tales. The children used their ICT skills to tell 

stories about knights 

and castles. You have to 

be impressed by their 

mouse skills! The 

children learned about 

how people made their 

clothes, and they tried 

weaving paper to create 

a flag. They made ginger 

flapjack which was 

sweetened with honey, 

because most people couldn’t 

afford sugar. Finally, they 

practise giving the robot 

instructions about moving 

around a castle.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 Started their week by creating a timeline, including both the Battle of Barnet and ourselves today. 

They tried being historians by studying pictures of the battle and asking: ‘What can you see?’ They focussed 

on the armour and weapons. Following that, they particularly enjoyed the visit to the armourer, where they 

tried on helmets and held some of the weapons, which were surprisingly heavy. In class, they drew weapons 

and wrote a non-fiction report about each weapon. They created their own shields, thinking about the 

emblems they wanted to represent themselves. After trying out some medieval dancing (where they had to 

dance with a girl!), their thoughts turned to food. Mrs Albon said that they wanted a roast pig, but realised 

they couldn’t cook that, so they 

created their own apple pies, with only one teaspoonful of sugar. In DT, they created a catapult which actually 

fired a paper cannon ball across the hall over the heads of the other children. When we re-enacted the battle, 

we heard about how, because it was so foggy, the armies drew up much closer to one another than they 

thought. Their cannons fired straight over the heads of their enemies. Finally, we made pinch pots out of 

clay, like the ones that the actors had shown us on Tuesday.  

Year 2 started off by looking at medieval fashion, using the iPads for research. They went on to design their 

own 15th century outfit. They compared their designs with the clothes that we wear now.  They took their 

timecards out to the playground and created a timeline which mentioned lots 

of events from the past. They 

were stunned that they had to 

go such a long way back with 

the ‘Egyptian’ card. Miss 

Byrne was depressed that the 

class put ‘Miss Byrne is born’ 

before ‘man lands on the 

moon’.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

We re-enacted the battle twice, because it was 

too wet to be outdoors. That meant that the KS1 

children had the chance to be leaders in the 

battle, too. The children learned how the battle 

twisted in the fog, so that returning soldiers 

attacked their own side. Year 2 thought about 

medieval food, especially the difference between 

the food for Lords and peasants. They made 

medieval scrolls of menus for Lords or serfs, with illuminated letters.  They decided to make white bread, 

like the fine bread that the lords would have had.  They designed their own coats of arms and then painted 

them in great detail. They created clay mugs, using the slab method that they would have used in 1471. 

Finally, they decorated their goblets and had a banquet, with ‘ale’ and bread.  

Year 3 started out by learning about food and drink. They were impressed that even young children drank 

ale, because it was safer than drinking unboiled water. They found a really old gingerbread recipe which used 

ingredients that the soldiers and their families would have been able to find. 

To put the Battle into context, Year 3 also started out with a timeline. They 

also designed their own coats of arms to represent their families, finding 

out that a lion represented courage and that the colours were also 

significant. The children enjoyed their historical dance workshop and found 

that their archery improved quickly. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

Year 4 also started by making a timeline, this time concentrating on the Wars of the Roses. They discovered 

from our actors that at the time, these were called ‘the cousins wars’, because of the way that families were 

torn apart. It was Victorian novelist Sir Walter Scott who created the name ‘Wars of the Roses’ in the 1800s. 

The children enjoyed recreating the battle, recognising what chaos there would have been on the battlefield, 

especially in the mud and fog. The class baked medieval bread, but they opted for rich man’s bread too – 

and even treated themselves to some butter! Year 4 thought about the medieval homes the soldiers came 

from. They were 

amazed that the 

soldier’s families 

got all their heat 

and light from 

one fire. They were interested in the 

way that the news of the battle was 

communicated by gossip and town 

criers.  

 



In Year 5, the children need to handle ‘real’ artefacts and they were lucky enough to have a visit from Barnet 

Museum, with their massive case of finds from medieval Barnet. The children took part in a historical walk 

around Hadley Common, looking at the sites where the battle may have happened.  

Having studied the liveries at the battle, the children designed and stitched their own flags 

and livery. Year 5 history introduces the idea of propaganda – how Richard lll was portrayed 

by Shakespeare and why this Plantagenet King might have been portrayed as a baddie in 

Tudor times. The children enjoyed their archery session from an ex-National champion. 

 Year 6 used Adobe Spark to create their own recorded reports about the battle. The battle is very 

complicated, given that several of the leaders had recently changed sides, so no one really trusted one 

another. The fog, together with the mud from the battle, made it very hard for the soldiers to identify one 

another and when they were attacked by men from their own side by mistake, they were quick to believe it 

was treachery. The class had  beautiful weather for both their archery workshop and their historical walk, 

guided by Paul Baker, City of London Guide. 

Year 6 thought about the religious and cultural aspects of the feudal system 

and created their own information booklets about daily life in medieval 

times. They were surprised that everyone had to keep their own animals 

for food and how long people spent in apprenticeships.  



They were amazed that even the poorest people were expected to pay a tythe to the Catholic Church. They 

baked gingerbread from the medieval recipe and decorated their biscuits for York or Lancaster, but they 

understood that medieval peasants would not have had access to sugar. The children studied the coats of 

arms at the battle and then also designed their own coats of arms.  

At our sharing assembly at the end of the week, it was clear that the children all had a much better idea 

about the most significant historical event that happened in this area. There is a lot of interest in the Battle 

of Barnet at the moment and there is a planned re-enactment in the summer, which will be open to families. 

We hope that our history week has brought medieval times alive for the children. Thank you to everyone 

who has contributed towards the cost of the workshops and materials. I apologise that the costings went on 

to ParentPay late, but we wanted to make sure that we had costed everything properly for the individual 

classes. Our next theme week will be Book Week, which will be the week of 3rd June. 

I must thank all the people who supported the Curry and Comedy Night, which was held by the Friends 

of Hadley Wood a couple of Saturday’s ago. It was a brilliant evening and all of the acts were hilarious. I 

have often wondered about ‘In the Night Garden’ myself… There are one or two parents who we will never 

see in quite the same light again. Thank you to Simon Prescote of Lonsdale Wealth Management for the 

sponsorship of the event and to the committee members who worked so hard. Look out for the forthcoming 

Family Bingo Night on March 23rd. 

. . . and finally. . . 

It is my great pleasure to tell you that Mrs Worby has been appointed full time Headteacher from next 

September. The Governing body are keen that you know that Mrs Worby was selected from all of the people 

who applied for the post and that the selection process was very robust, despite the fact that we had such 

a strong candidate in Mrs Worby. You all know Mrs Worby, who is full of enthusiasm and new ideas and I 

am sure that she is exactly the right person to take the school forward from strength to strength. 

I have loved being headteacher at Hadley Wood. It is a very special school, and I have had the privilege to 

work with talented colleagues and wonderful children, but I have to accept that we all have to stop working 

sometime. I have taught all of my adult life and was one of those children who lined their teddies up and 

heard them read, so it is strange for me to think that I won’t be part of a school anymore. As some of you 

know, I am expecting two more grandchildren in the next few weeks and I have places to see and things to 

do before I am too old to do them. I will be here until July, so let’s make this a really happy, successful term 

and half for the school.  


