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The Value of the month is ‘integrity’ 

…and try explaining integrity to a four year old! The children come up with the values at our annual 

Parliament, where, having celebrated successes, we think about the things that we would like to see 

change. Last year it was suggested that some children only ‘did the right thing’ when there was an 

adult there to see, so they suggested that we learn about integrity, to try and teach people to be the 

best they can be even when they aren’t being watched. I’ll let you know how it goes… 

At the end of our work on ‘patience’ we learned that nature 

wants us to be patient. In assembly we planted some slices 

of tomato and are now watching to see what happens. If we 

are patient, we should have tomatoes by the Summer Fete. 

Miss Byrne and Mrs Obika are thrilled 

with their netball team, who beat St. 

Michael’s school 25 – 0. Don’t cross the 

netball team! Mrs Obika had the chance 

to check out St Michael’s outside 

equipment, which is famously good, so 

that we have lots of ideas for replacing 

our climbing frames, which did not pass 

their safety test. We have also used our 

‘Sport Premium’ money to buy new PE 

mats for gymnastics. The ‘Sport Premium’ report is on the webpage. We will rewrite it in the Summer 

Term, to report on all the new sporting things we have done this year. The football team have also 

had some good games recently and I will ask Mr J for a report for the next newsletter. 

Year 1 have been thinking about what makes a good story. This half term they are going to be 

thinking about the weather. They are going to have a lot to think about, with the heat wave, Storm 

Freya and, some pessimists are saying, snow before Easter!  



A  

 

 

Year 5 want you to know that they are working very hard on 

their maths – but I did say I would share their finished ‘texture’ 

pictures. The children created the textures in all kinds of ways 

and then constructed their landscapes. Miss Byrne led some 

training for everyone on the balance between teaching art skills 

and then giving the children the chance to use their skills 

creatively. Everyone is excited by the opportunity and anxious 

about the mess, but then, we are primary teachers… 

Aren’t they effective? 

Year 4 are learning about how sound is generated and how our ears send messages to our brains. 

They began their topic with a listening walk – just like the one reception do, but this time thinking 

about what was vibrating and causing the sounds. 

We would like to invite Year 4 parents to Leah Thomas’ ‘open lesson’ on 19th March (2:40-3:10) so 

that you can hear how well your children are progressing with their instruments. Children who show 

some aptitude for music will be invited to continue with small group lessons in the summer term. 

Parents and friends of all the children who play in the Orchestra are welcome to join Year 3 

parents on 19th March as the Orchestra will be performing before the Year 3 class assembly at 9.05 

on that day.  

A couple of people have asked about World Book Day on Thursday 7th March: we 

are holding our book fair on 11-14th March and our book week is in June, so we 

haven't planned events for this Thursday. We know that the children like to dress up, 

so we plan to invite them to dress as their favourite book character on Friday 15th 

March. We will run the Comic Relief mile round the fields, weather permitting, 

dressed as book characters. Parents will be welcome to come to the Association Land 

to cheer people home! 
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Year 2 are learning about shapes. This is all about the mathematical language of faces, corners, 

sides and vertices. As you can see, the children are discussing where to put the shapes on a Venn 

diagram. This kind of mathematical discussion is really valuable, because if the children actually use 

the vocabulary, they remember it much more easily. 

The Year 3 and Year 5 children are just taking their CAT (Cognitive Ability) tests at the moment. 

They sound scary, but they are all computer based and the children just think of them as quizzes. 

The tests are designed by the National Foundation for Educational Research (NFER). We know that 

all tests only show what the child is prepared to do on the day, but these do give us really good data 

about the child’s potential (unlike the SATs, which just show how well we have taught them the 

curriculum.) Our Secondary Transfer meetings will be Year 5 Monday 1st April 2.15 and Year 3 

Wednesday 3rd April 2.15. You can collect your child’s results and hear from parents who have recently 

completed the Secondary transfer process. 

Year 3 are developing their work on forces. They started by designing windmills that would catch 

the air in the playground and went on to design their own kites. The class are going to Dunstable 

Downs, which is brilliant for kite flying. It can be very cold on the top of the downs, so Ms Burns has 

asked the class to wear extra layers and has arranged some hot chocolate, to help them thaw out. 

Reception are learning about ‘People Who Help Us’ and this week, we are at the Vets. I am not sure 

what operation the poor puppet is having, but it looks very serious. Pretend play is a great way for 

children to rehearse the language and ideas that we want them to use in their writing. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

Please could I remind you that our climbing equipment is unsafe at present 

and is due to be replaced soon. Apparently people are still allowing their-

preschool children to climb on the equipment at the end of the day and I would 

hate them to have an accident. It would be very helpful if parents could stop 

their children from taking balls and equipment from the games cupboards before 

and after school, too. We are finding that there is nothing left to play with at 

playtimes and continuously replacing toys is expensive. Finally, children are not 

allowed to ride their bikes or scooters in the playground while there are parents and toddlers on site. 

Please keep your scooters and bikes for the journey home. 

Year 6 have been working on comparing 

fractions, decimals and percentages. They use 

a program called ‘Nrich’ for their high-level 

challenges. The other pictures show them 

preparing for a special project in which we 

have been invited to take part. The ‘Never 

Such Innocence’ project is designed to teach 

the children about wartime history through 

poetry, drama and music. We have become involved as this part of the project is focussed on Trent 

Park and its role as a prison for German officers during WW2. You can find out more about the project 

at  https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/about-us and we will share the outcomes 

once the project is complete.  

. . . and finally . . . 

We found this Blackberry in the playground. We don’t think it is someone’s vital 

equipment, because it is completely dead. One of the busy executives in KS1 

probably has it to play with, but I thought I had better just check that no one is 

missing it! 

…so I mentioned to one of our parents that our snare drum was quite old 

and it was difficult to tighten the snare  - and look what arrived in the 

office! Many, many thanks to him for his generosity. We have four little 

drummers coming along now and they love the new kit. If you think your 

child might be the next Harry Judd (I had to look that up: I would have 

put Ginger Baker) please speak to Mrs Rose.  

You will shortly be receiving a ‘Sugar Smart’ 

book, which we have been asked to 

distribute. The Sugar Smart campaign is 

aimed at combatting childhood obesity and 

type 2 diabetes. It shows you how you can 

make small changes to improve your diet. 

https://www.neversuchinnocence.com/about-us

