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The Value for the month is ‘loyalty’ 

Loyalty is quite a tricky concept, too. Everyone knows that loyalty is great and that it is wonderful to feel 

that you can rely on people, but how often does someone have to let you down before you start to think 

that your loyalty is mis-placed? It is an idea that we will be exploring over the last few weeks of term. 

Year 5 have been learning about the power of hydraulics. The 

children have been making cranes out of card. They introduced 

tubing and syringes full of water, so that when the syringe is 

depressed the crane lifts. They had to solve all kinds of other 

problems too, like how to balance the weight so that the crane 

did not tip forwards and how to hinge the crane arm. How 

inventive! 

Hadley Wood’s own Lionesses made 

the most of the MUGA when the 

Arsenal Ladies coach came to work 

with them for three afternoons last 

week. Mrs Obika has really found lots 

of sporting opportunities for us this 

year.  

 

 

 

 

 

You have probably noticed how badly the tree roots 

have started to break up the path from KS1. Over the 

summer we are going to remodel the KS1 entrance so 

that it is level from the door to the playground. This 

time we are going to use block paving instead of 

tarmac, so that if is moves again Mr J can easily re-level 

it. You all live on London clay, you know what it is like! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

If you came to Year 2’s brilliant 

class assembly you will have 

heard about their work on 

Mexico. The children studied the 

work of Frida Kahlo, then they 

did feature studies in their 

sketch books and finally they 

drew their own self-portraits. 

Aren’t they good? 

Year 4 have been studying Mindfulness with Mrs Bertram. Truth be told, 

Mrs Bertram has boys herself, so she started the sessions with ‘mindful 

eating’, where you study every element of your food and then really savour 

it, rather than just shovelling it in like we sometimes tend to do these days. 

In this session, the children are finding pictures that represent their Mindfullness – something to really 

study and not take for granted.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 are learning about what animals and plants need to survive. They have studied the elements of 

plants and then set up an experiment depriving them of various things, to see which survive best. Some 

are in the cupboard with no light, some will not be watered and some are in plastic bags with no air. On 

the subject of plants: you may have noticed that we have planted out the pumpkins that we grew from 

seed. The plan is that there will be squash for the kitchen and pumpkins to play with at Halloween.  

 

 

 

If you go down 

to the woods 

today – you 

might find 

Reception and 

some very big 

teddy bears… 

Reception had a wonderful day out at Aldenham Country Park.  The children have been learning about the 

natural environment this half term. They practised ‘gentle hands’ with the guinea pigs. Some of them had never 

felt this kind of soft fur before. They learned how important it is to wash your hands after handling animals, too!  

They enjoyed exploring the woodland and seeing all the creatures that have their habitats there. The den 

building was a big success. It is amazing how this group of individuals arrived in September, but now they can 

work really effectively as a team.  

The children were allowed to feed the cows and watch the chickens scratching. Miss Taylor says that the 

highlight of the day was watching the pigs. The children were thrilled that the pigs use mud as sunscreen. I do 

hope no one tries that at home… 

 



 

These plants are very delicious to slugs. We do try 

to garden organically, but on this occasion we are 

having to use some pellets. Mr J has fenced of the 

plot until the rain has washed the pellets away, but 

please do ensure that your younger children don’t 

go and investigate the growing bed for a week or so!  

Year 6 have started rehearsals for the KS2 production – which is in 

a couple of weeks. This year they will be presenting ‘School of Rock’. 

Is that the one where everyone realises how cool the headmistress 

is, after all? I think Mrs Worby and Mrs Christophorou have sneaked 

some of their favourite songs in there, too. I don’t remember Bon Jovi in the West End version… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hot off the press pictures of Year 

2’s brilliant day out at Legoland! 

As you can see, driving the car on 

your own was one of the most 

popular things! 

 

 

 

 

In science the Year 1  have been looking at plants. They went around the school grounds and looked at 

the range of wild flowers that we have. They tried to work out how the plants were adapted to the place 

where they were growing. They have also been sharing books with their friends in Year 4 

 

 

 

Please don’t let the children bring Match Attax cards (or any other collectables) in to school. 

There just aren’t enough of us to have the time to find the Kevin De Bryune that you might have 

left in the playground or maybe swapped for some cheese string at break time or could have given 

to your cousin but the world will certainly end if you don’t have it right now… 

 

 

 


