
 

Newsletter 20 

The Value of the month is ‘loyalty’ 

We were talking about loyalty in assembly the other morning and the children all agreed that whole 

class activities helped to develop their loyalty to one another. They will certainly never forget  this: 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to everyone who was involved in 

‘School of Rock’. What an unforgettable triumph! 



 

 

     
My fondest memory 

was when I faced 
my fears at PGL and 
decided to try out 

abseiling. I wanted 
to go back down but 
the guy at the top 
comforted me and I 

ended up doing it 
twice!!!  

My favourite 

memory of Hadley 
Wood was eating 
lots of sweets at 

PGL. This was my 
fondest memory 
because I had lots of 
fun with Erin, 

Francesca and 
Nezihe. I will always 
remember our first 

day at PGL. 

My favorite memory 

from Hadley Wood 
was our production 
because I liked 

performing and 
having fun backstage 
too. I also enjoyed 
PGL as I enjoyed 

giving everything a 
go and surprising 
Matilda on her 

birthday! 

My favourite 

memory of my time 
at Hadley Wood was 
PGL because all the 

activities were fun. 
Also it was my 
birthday which was 
amazing because I 

could skip all the 
queues. 
 

My favourite 

memories of Hadley 
wood school is my 
first day in 

reception when I 
met all of my 
friends and PGL, 
when we went on 

the zip line and all 
of the school trips. 
 

     
My favourite memory 
of Hadley Wood is 

when we played 
charades at Tolmers, 
and I was Cinderella, 

but my welly got 
stuck on my foot 
when it was meant 

to fall off. 
 

My fondest memory 
of Hadley Wood is 

PGL since I think I 
got to know my 
classmates better, 

and I really enjoyed 
doing the activities, 
such as giant swing 

and the zipline. 
 

My favourite memory 
of Hadley Wood was 

going to PGL in year 
6 because in aeroball 
I got MVP and it was 

really fun. I also 
enjoyed going to 
Harry Potter World. 

 

My fondest memory 
at Hadley Wood 

Primary School  was 
at PGL and we were 
on the giant swing. 

It was a wonderful 
experience, I loved 
the view. 

 

My fondest memory 
was when we all sat 

around the campfire 
roasting 
marshmallows after 

the night walk in 
Tolmers. I will 
always remember 

every start of each 
year and meeting 
my class for the 

first time. 



     
My fondest memory 
of Hadley Wood 

School is meeting my 
classmates, teachers 
and definitely my 

friends. I had a great 
time with them at 
PGL and Tolmers. I 

will remember them 
forever.   

My fondest 
memories are when 

my friends and I 
woke up Mr. Sheens 
on his birthday at 

Tolmers in yr5 , and 
the first day I came 
to Hadley wood 

school with Athena 
(my best friend!) 
 

My favourite memory 
from Hadley Wood is 

meeting new people 
and making new 
friends in year 5. I 

especially enjoyed 
giant swing at PGL 
as it was really fun 

to do, also enjoyable 
to watch.  

My favorite 
memories were 

when Mrs. 
Christophorou made 
a ruler song 

because I didn’t use 
a ruler. Also at PGL 
when I was with all 

my friends in the 
same cabin – we 
had the best time 

EVER! 

My favourite 
memory of my time 

at Hadley wood is 
when we went to 
PGL and did  

Jacob’s ladder 
because it was 
really funny, and 

we had to use all 
our team-working 
skills. 

  
   

My best memory at 
Hadley Wood was 

when we went to 
PGL. I had so much 
fun going on Jacobs 

Ladder, the Trapeze 
and going on the 
Giant Swing with Mrs 

Worby.  

My fondest 
memories are when 

we went to PGL and 
I and Faye went on 
the giant swing and 

we were both 
terrified and at the 
end of the 

production we both 
cried. 
 

My favourite memory 
from Hadley Wood is 

when we went to the 
PGL camp fire and 
played hide and seek 

across the whole 
site. I also enjoyed 
practicing for the 

production, where 
me and Athena were 
a bit overdramatic 
when acting. 

My favourite 
memory of Hadley 

wood primary 
school was going to 
PGL as it was just 

plain awesome. The 
best thing was the 
giant swing as it felt 

like I was on a 
rollercoaster.  
 
 

My most distinct 
memory of Hadley 

wood is when we 
did the coca cola 
and mento 

experiment in 
reception as I 
thought it was 

fascinating and it 
was the first time I 
tried cola. I will also 
always remember 

this schools love for 
values. 



     

My favourite memory 

at Hadley wood is 
when I did the giant 
swing. I think the 

swing could have 
been higher, but me 
and Robbi still won 

the competition 
against Jayden and 
George. 

My favourite Hadley 

Wood memory was 
at Tolmers and we 
went to bed at 3:00 

in the morning and 
Mr. Sheens got 
really cross because 

we were making too 
much noise.  

My fondest memory 

of Hadley Wood 
Primary School is at 
PGL when I went on 

the big swing AND 
Jacob`s ladder. I 
also enjoyed all the 

sports days! 

My favourite Hadley 

Wood memory was 
when we were in 
PGL, me and my 

friends were doing 
our makeup with 
water and sun 

cream. 

My fondest memory 
at Hadley Wood 
Primary school is 
when we went to PGL 
and went to the 
campfire and the 
instructors were 
singing a funny song 
that went petunia, 
petunia, petunia and 
my class laugh about 
it all the time. It’s our 
class joke. 

     
My best memory was 
Tolmers Camp as I 

loved camping and 
enjoyed playing with 
my friends. Overall I 

would rate this a 
9/10 
 

My favourite 
memory was at PGL 

when I, Ale and 
Luke attempted to 
conquer Jacobs 

Ladder. However, it 
did not go to plan. 
At the start, Luke 

dropped the rope.  
 

My fondest memory 
at Hadley Wood is 

when we went to 
PGL. I will remember 
this trip because I 

had lots of fun in my 
cabin and during the 
activities such as The 

Giant Swing. 
 

My fondest memory 
of Hadley wood is 

PGL because it was 
fun hanging out in 
the cabins with my 

friends. I also 
enjoyed the giant 
swing as it was my 

favourite activity.  
 

The thing I will 
remember most 

about Hadley wood 
is the production as 
it was a lot of fun 

rehearsing and we 
all laughed when 
we first saw the 

boys dance. I also 
enjoyed PGL 
because I was with 

my friends 

As for the rest of the school: they are all looking forward to moving on to their new classes, too. I 

asked them for their fondest memories or this year. 

 



 

 

 

 

                            Reception enjoyed playing outdoors, learning to write, going to Certificate 
Assembly and Singing Assembly, doing art, playing football with Nicky Barnes, going on the adventure 

playground, learning numbers, making new friends, building with Lego, going to the farm, Sports Day 
and watching the Year 6 production. They have had a busy year! I have been particularly impressed 
with this Reception Class: they have been sensible and co-operative right from their first day and 

they have made excellent academic progress, too.  

Year 1  say they enjoyed starting to learn their times tables! They did have lots of other good 

memories as well, thank goodness. In ‘The Battle of Barnet’ week they pretended to have a fight; in 

Alien week they enjoyed finding the slime on the tables and all of the tricks the alien did in the 

classroom. They have especially enjoyed their Maths: learning how to add; how to tell the time, 

recognising and counting money and knowing about division and 

that it is not commutative (you can’t swap 7÷35 = with 35÷7=, to 

make it easier…) The recent trip to Paradise Wildlife Park was a hit: 

“It was lots of fun and we got to see all of the animals”. I was glad 

to hear that they remembered making pots with me for Mother’s 

Day. They have loved their practical science lessons with Mrs 

Ladopouli and, of course, anything involving food is always popular, 

like pancakes for Shrove Tuesday and gingerbread men, which were 

somehow justified as English… nice one, Mrs Albon… 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 really enjoyed their trips to KidZania and Flag Fen and loved designing and making their own 

kites, which they were then able to test out at Dunstable Downs. They have carried out lots of exciting 
investigations in Science and learned a great deal about the changes in Britain from the Stone Age 

to the Iron Age. The favourite memory of Year 3 that they will take with them would have to be their 
Winter Production of ‘Follow the Yellow Brick Road’. The children say they absolutely loved building 
their confidence through performing such energetic songs and dances on stage in front of a large 

audience. 

 

 

                             Year 2 is…  

Making delicious nachos was fun, 
Learning about the Space Race, seeing who won. 

Year 2 is... 
A fiery Pudding Lane, the bakery in flames 

Making tricky Mexican board games 
Year 2 is... 

Decorating skulls when our topic is Mexico 

Making colourful capes for our own super hero 
Year 2 is... 

Cute fluffy chicks running around 

Hearing a weird alien sound. 
 

The rides at Legoland making me scream 

Playing sports as a great team. 
Year 2 is... 

The tug of war was fun to play, 

Making medieval pots out of sticky clay 
Year 2 is... 

When we fill our marble jar we get a fun prize, 

In our self-portraits, we learned to draw eyes. 
Year 2 is... 

Really fun lessons like art and ICT, 

All of my friends enjoying it with me. 
Year 2 is... 

Polar animals in the museum at Tring 

Seeing various creatures while pond dipping. 
Year 2 Rocks... it's the best class ever 
We're going to remember it forever! 

 

 



Year 4 report that their favourite memories of the  

year are:  

 Trip into London on the River Thames 

 Trip to the Chocolate Museum 

 Singing together 

 Making buzz wire games 

 Sports day 

 Alien week 

 Writing poems during  

 Multicultural week 

 Archery during Battle of Barnet Week 

The class have matured 

tremendously over the year: they 

have become thoughtful and 

articulate and are clearly   ready 

for the demands of Yr 5.  

 
Year 5 always give the impression that they are having a great time. The 
things that they have singled out are their three days at Tolmers Camp; 

making cranes in D&T; creating Aboriginal Art; PE lessons; Alien Week (Morse 
code and map reading); visiting West Stow historical site; the Planetarium; Kew Gardens; Space Art 
(Collages); Music lessons; the Parkland Walk; practical Science; maths lessons and Sports Day. Lots 

of the children also mentioned making Greek pots with me - maybe I will have produced some potters 
of the future! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



One of our parents has been kind enough to bring this Rymans scheme to our attention 

and Mrs Rose has already had some vouchers to spend. If you are equipping an older 

child or a prospective student over the summer, do remember Hadley Wood! 

If you were impressed by Theodore, Xander, Nikolas or Lorenzo or any of the 

instrumentalists  at the ‘Summer Serenade’, do speak to Mrs Rose about your 

child having 1:1 instrumental lessons in school. Leah is recruiting for the 

Orchestra, too, because she is losing some very talented Year 6 children this year! 

Of course, the children are not the only ones to be moving on. We have to bid farewell to Miss 

Cunningham, who is off to complete her teacher training next year: 

Thank you to all of the children who have made my first year working in a school 

such fun - especially year 6! I am very proud of all the hard work you put in this year 

and have enjoyed getting to know you all.  Good luck in secondary school! Also, a big 

thank you to all the members of staff who have helped me this year. I am extremely 

grateful for all the help and advice I have received.  

We wish Miss Cunningham lots of luck with her training next year. She is going to be 

a lovely teacher! 

…and Ms Bhundia: 

Dear Parents, after 2 years working at Hadley Wood Primary School it is time to 

depart my tenure as SEN in Yr1. My role has been hugely important in delivering 

continued development of SEN and working with the year 1 class, from reception 

through to their next stage in September. I would like to thank all members of staff, 

parents and most importantly the children for making my time here so pleasurable & 

wish your children continued success in the future. Ms Bhundia 

Ms Bhundia has been a tremendous strength to the school as we developed our SEN skills, like 

learning Makaton. Ms Bhundia has lots of exciting plans and we wish her well for the future. 

School will close at 1.30pm on Tuesday and will re-open on Wednesday 4th September. 

This will be my last newsletter for Hadley Wood, after eight years! When Mrs Bragoli and I started, 

her son was still at the school – and next year he will be doing his GCSEs! The time has flown by. 

Actually, the time has flown by for my entire career. I am exactly the right age for Punk (your mind 

just boggled, didn’t it?) and I can remember preparing for my teaching practise, standing in Boots, 

looking at the hair dye and wondering how you choose between browns. It seems like yesterday. I 

was a bit alarmed at our lovely tea party last Wednesday, when I realised that Mrs Rose had conspired 

with my daughters to find pictures from all through my teaching career. In each class photo I had 

become a little wider… Hadley Wood has changed a lot since I started – I hope, for the better. Most 

of you only see Mrs Rose sitting at her desk typing away, but, believe me, she is quite the innovator. 

I would never have thought of changing the spare classroom into the Nurture room and Mrs Bertram’s 

office and the design of the Media room owes a lot to Mrs Rose, too. She has supported me, protected 

me and kept me in line in equal measure and I am very glad that she will be here to look after Mrs 

Worby in September. 



I have worked with some wonderful people at Hadley Wood. I am scared to name them, because I 

will forget someone and upset them, but I have to mention a few things that stand out: Miss Price, 

who thought her class needed core strength, so took them ice skating for a term and Miss Morgan, 

who found some dinosaur eggs on the field and inspired her class to write. I was worried when Mr 

Newham said that his grandfather had been on the Kindertransport and that he would come in to 

speak to the children, but Harry turned out to be such an amusing old rogue, that everyone learned 

a great deal without really being afraid of the horror. I have tremendous respect for the staff at 

Hadley Wood, from Mr Sheens, who left his young baby to take the children to Tolmers to Miss Bryne, 

who press-ganged her poor father into being an Artic explorer for her class to interview. We have 

had some funny moments, like holding a serious welcome meeting for next year’s Reception parents 

under several pairs of alien’s underpants, which Miss Taylor had stuck to her ceiling. I have learned 

a great deal from them, too. “Please can you ‘Paula’ this?” is a common term in our house, meaning, 

“make it look as good as Mrs Bertram would”. I will never get used to seeing Mrs Obika on her knees 

dealing with someone’s cut knee at school and then seeing her looking like a film star in ‘Hello’ that  

evening. I have seen staff become mums, become dads and, like me, become grandparents. I have 

known Mrs Worby since she was my student teacher longer ago than either of us care to remember, 

and I have tracked her brilliant career since then. I know that the school is in excellent hands. 

I have to thank the wonderful Karen Fernandes, who was our long term chair of Governors and who 

made sure that we never made any mistakes, or forgot anything: the very wise Anna Kaposi and the 

amazing Julie Norton, (who actually runs marathons for fun), who have all been supportive Governors, 

but are all stepping down this year, too. Governance is a strange role: it is like being an unpaid 

overseer and we have been lucky to have so many interested, diligent people taking that role. 

This is a great time for me to stop. Last week, after being awarded the Gold PE mark (and winning 

the swimming gala), we also achieved the Values Mark, which had to be renewed this year and also 

the Arts Mark. Plus, of course, superb SAT results in both Key Stages  - 83% overall with 33% of 

children achieving ‘greater depth’ in everything, making us fifth overall in the authority, even before 

some papers have been re-marked because of mistakes. What a great team – and what fabulous 

children. 

I always said that I would leave the school once the children were singing for pleasure  - and if you 

came to the KS2 production or the delightful music concert, you will know that the children sang at 

the tops of their voices. 

Every half term, Mrs Worby, Mrs Bertram and I go for training from a Government advisor, who 

makes sure that we are up to speed with new developments and initiatives, and that we are aware 

of any changes in education law, or in OFSTED. The advisor is called John Yates and he has his own 

take on Stephen Covey: At a time when financial cuts and greater demands make the 

job seem impossible, the main thing is to keep the main thing, the main thing. At 

Hadley Wood, the ‘main thing’ is the children, and I am sure that it 

always will be. 

Have fun! 

  


