
 
 

Hadley Wood Wider Curriculum ‘Big Questions’ 

Year group: Year 5 

 Autumn 
1 

Autumn 
2 

Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 
1 

Summer 
2 

Science What makes a 
successful life 

cycle? 

How do forces 
affect the way 

objects move? 

What is our 
place in the 

Solar System? 

How can we 
compare and 

group materials? 

What can we 
learn from 

mixtures? 

How do plants 
and animals 

reproduce? 

Design and 
Technology 

What can we 
learn from the 
Ancient Greeks 

when designing 
vases and 

vessels? 

 What can we 
learn from the 

Mars Exploration 

Rover missions 
when building a 

shuttle? 

How can we use 
a hydraulics and 
pulley system to 

lift an object? 

  

History How has Ancient 

Greek culture 
influenced 

modern day 

society? 

   What effects did 

the Anglo 
Saxons have on 
English History?  

 

What effects did 

the Viking 
invasions have 
on life in Anglo 

Saxon England? 

Geography  How have cities 
changed over 

time? 

How can we find 
our position in 

the world? 

How do the 
world’s biomes 
influence life? 

  

Art & 
Design  

 What techniques 
did Escher use 

when creating 
graphic art? 

   How do 
Indigenous 

Australians use 
artistic designs 

and symbols to 
convey stories 
and messages 

about their 
culture? 

 

Music How are songs 

structured? 

How can we use 

improvisation in 
the jazz genre? 

How can we use 

musical 
notations to 
write music? 

What makes a 

good 
performance? 

How can I 

improve my 
accuracy, control 
and fluency on a 

range of 
instruments? 

How can 

technology help 
us to improvise, 
write and record 

music? 

PE What techniques 
do I need to 

learn in order to 
swim 

competently, 

confidently and 
proficiently over 

at least 25 
metres? 

How can the 
correct 

techniques allow 
me to perform 
safe self-rescue 

in different 
water based 

situations? 

How can I link 
new skills to 

create a fluent 
gymnastics 

performance? 

How can my 
knowledge of 

attacking and 
defensive tactics 
help to improve 

my skill set? 

How can I set 
targets and 

improve my 
performance in a 

range of 

running, jumping 
and throwing 

activities? 
 

Which striking 
and fielding 

techniques will 
help me take 

part in a game 

of rounders? 

Computing How can we use 
video production 
tools to create a 

news bulletin?   

How can we use 
Excel to analyse 

data? 

How can I use 
my knowledge 
of algorithms 

and commands 
to create a multi 

player game? 

What role does 
social media 

play in my life?  

What makes a 
successful web 
site and app? 

How does the 
internet work? 

RE 
 

What are the 

links between 
human 

dissatisfaction 
and the 
Buddha’s 

teachings? 

How does 

learning about 
the mosque help 

us to understand 
community? 

How does what 

Christians 
believe affect 

how they live? 

How does the 

Jewish family 
and home 

enable the 
Jewish faith and 

traditions to 

continue? 

How does being 

a member of the 
Khalsa affect the 

life of a Sikh? 

God, who made 

you? (Letters to 
God) 

PSHE How can we deal 

with different 
emotions? 

What makes me, 

me? 

Who owns the 

sky? 

Am I always 

responsible for 
my actions? 

How can the 

media blur the 
line of truth? 

How do our 

bodies change 
during puberty? 

Spanish  Do you have a pet? What is the date? Can you describe the weather in 
Spanish? 

 


