
 
 

Hadley Wood Wider Curriculum ‘Big Questions’ 

Year group: Year 6 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 
2 

Science How do the main 
parts of the 

circulatory system 
work together to 
enable our bodies 

to function? 

How do our 
lifestyle choices, 

including diet, 
exercise and drug 

use affect our 

bodies? 

How and why do 
living things adapt 

to their 
environment? 

Light travels in a 
straight line – 

How can the 
behaviour of light 

be influenced? 

How does an 
increasing number 

of components in 
an electrical circuit, 
effect the function 

of the components? 

How and why 
are organisms 

classified? 

Design and 
Technology 

 What materials 

and methods of 
construction, 

provide strong, 
stable structures? 

   How can we 

improve upon 
and refine a 

recipe? 

History What caused the 
outbreak of WW1 

and what changes 
led to peace? 

What effect did 
WW2 have on 

Britain? 

    

Geography   How far has fair 

trade helped the 
lives of small hold 

farmers in South 
America and Africa? 

How does our 

local urban area 
meet people’s 

needs? 
 

 

How has 

weathering 
impacted the 

landscape and 
coastline of Dorset? 

 

 

Art & Design  Which 

observational 
techniques are 

helpful in creating 

a 3D sculpture? 

How can we 

capture the mood 
and images of 

WW2? 

Which artistic 

techniques do you 
feel best bring an 
imaginative scene 

from Kensuke’s 
Kingdom to life? 

How do the lives 

and experiences 
of artists 

influence their 

work? 

  

Music What is pop music 
and to what extent 

did Michael 
Jackson influence 

this style of music? 

What are the main 
instruments in jazz 

music, and how 
can the structure 
vary in different 

songs or pieces of 
music? 

How does Benjamin 
Britten use music to 

portray the mood of 
texts? 

How can positive 
feelings 

(happiness) be 
expressed 

through music? 

How successful do 
you think Carole 

king is, in 
expressing her 
views about 

friendship through 
her music? 

How has 
classical music 

changed over 
time? 

PE Which muscle 
groups do I 

develop through 
gymnastics? 

How can I use my 
body to convey 

meaning in dance? 

Why is it important 
to attack and 

defend in team 
games?  

How does taking 
part in athletic 

activities help to 
improve my own 

fitness?   

How does 
swimming help to 

make my body 
healthier?  

What is the 
importance of 

learning how to 
throw and catch 

correctly?  

Computing Why is it important 
to ensure that we 

are safe online? 
 

 
 

How can digital 
literacy enhance 

the presentation of 
information? 

How can we use 
logical reasoning to 

explain how some 
simple algorithms 

work?  

Which aspects of 
computer science 

are needed to 
create an 

effective memory 
game? 

 

How can we 
effectively use 

video films to 
portray educational 

messages? 

What are the 
benefits of using 

excel 
spreadsheets? 

RE What does 
Shabbat teach 

about 
responsibilities and 

how does Rosh 
Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur remind 
Jewish people 

about the 

importance of God 
in their lives? 

How do the 
teachings of the 

Buddha affect the 
lives of Buddhists 

today? 

In what ways is the 
Hajj significant to 

Muslims? 

Are all of the 
events during 

Lent and Easter 
equally 

important? 

How do we explain 
and cope with 

death and 
suffering? 

What does the 
Hindu 

community 
believe about 

how God is 
present in their 

lives and how do 
they give thanks 

for this? 

PSHE How can we best 
deal with our 

emotions and 
resolve conflicts? 

 

 
 

What problem 
solving strategies 

can we use to 
develop our 

resilience and 

ability to 
persevere? 

What can affect our 
mental health and 

how can we 
improve it? 

What are the 
risks associated 

with using 
different drugs 
(smoking and 

alcohol) and what 
strategies can 

you use to deal 
with peer 
pressure? 

What are human 
rights (including 

rights of children) 
and the values that 

underpin them? 

How and why 
does the body 

change during 
puberty and 

what values are 

important in 
relationships? 

MFL  What are the rules for using verbs when 
speaking and writing in Spanish? 

How do I express my feelings towards 
different subjects at school through 

speaking, reading and writing in Spanish? 
 

Can I discuss, read and write about the 
different leisure activities I do during 

the weekend in Spanish?  

 


