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The Value of the Month is ‘Consideration’ 

A huge thank you to all of the parents who attended the Reading 
Buddies training on Thursday morning. It w as wonderful 
to see so many willing volunteers! We are excited to see our 
Reading Buddies in and around school supporting emergent 
readers across KS1 in the next half term.  

This year, we are focusing heavily on promoting a love of reading 
across the school. Each class has already studied at least one 
book in-depth as part of their book study unit and is already half-
way through their second. Thank you to the FHWS who have en-
abled us to invest £1614.11 so far this academic year on whole-
class text sets - with further investment still planned. 

Upcoming Event Alert:  

This year we are combining our Sport Relief Mile run with World Book Day. Both events will take place 
in school  on Thursday 12th March.  

The theme for World Book Day this year will be ‘My Favourite Bedtime Story’ and children are invited to come 
into school dressed as a character from their favourite bedtime book for a small donation of £1.00. During the 
course of the morning, all children from Reception to Year 6 will take part in the Sport Relief Mile on the grounds 
of the Hadley Wood Association. All proceeds raised from the day will be donated to the Sport Relief Charity who 
support a number of worthwhile causes both in the UK and across the world.  

Happy New Year to all of our families 
who celebrate Chinese New Year. 2020 is 
the ‘Year of the Rat’ and so to mark this 
special occasion, Marina and the team 
baked some delicious looking cookies for the 
children.  

This year we started the new term on a positive note by introducing our new 
‘Good to be Green’ behaviour system. During the launch assembly, we discussed 
the importance of making the right choices in school to ensure that everybody is 
able to learn in a safe and nurturing environment. As our value this month is 
‘Consideration’ we  also spent a great deal of time exploring how we can show 
consideration towards one another and help out around the school because it is 
the ‘right thing to do’.  

We have seen a fantastic change already, the school environment is calmer and 
the children are trying  hard to work their way up the ladder towards gold. It is 
lovely to hear the children discussing the level they have achieved at the end of 
each day! We have given out a number of additional values certificates as a result!  

As a school we are always looking for 
ways to keep parents informed about 
their child’s learning and development. As 
a result, this year we have introduced 
‘open lessons’ which parents from Years 
1—6 are invited to attend.  

Thank you to all of the parents who have 
already signed up to attend the Guided 
Reading workshops taking place over the 
course of this term. We hope you will find 
the information provided by the class 
teacher and the opportunity to work 
alongside your child useful. If you have 
not yet returned your form indicating you 
can attend, there is still time to do so! 



Year 1 had a fantastic time last 
week taking part in a series of 'Cycle Confident' 
workshops. During the course of the week, the chil-
dren learned how to ride their bikes confidently. It 
was a joy to see how happy they all were when 
they came back into the classroom and shared their 
accomplishments with the rest of the class. The in-
structors were impressed by the high level of skill 
shown by all of the children! 

In their history lessons, Year 1 have enjoyed learn-
ing about how toys have changed over time. We 
would like to say a huge thank you to our Gover-
nors, Mr Walker and Mrs Evans, for visiting us in 
school to talk about the toys they played with when 
they were younger. The children will be going on a 
trip to the V&A Museum of Childhood on Monday to 
discover more about toys from the past! 

Year 2 have started the new  year brill iantly! The chil-
dren have been working on applying their addition and sub-
traction skills in a practical context as part of a maths unit on 
money. To help the children understand the concept of 
change, Miss Byrne set up a shop in the Sunshine Room. The 
children had to find the total of the items they wished to pur-
chase, then calculate how much change they would get from 
the coins they had been given. They were able to do some 
pretty tricky sums when buying a treat was at stake!  

In their science lessons, Year 2 have been trying to answer 
the big question- 'How are animals able to survive in the 
freezing cold Polar Regions?' The children carried out an ex-
periment to help them understand how blubber  keeps polar 
animals warm. They used fat and oil to create their own blub-
ber and tested to see whether it would protect their hands 
from icy water! 

Reception have had a busy time exploring the out-
doors. During their recent ‘Winter Walk’ the children were 
looking for signs of this season. They made lots of obser-
vations about the environment around them including no-
ticing that the ground was soft and sticky and the trees 
were bare. 

Excitingly, Reception also held a ‘Pyjama Party’ to celebrate 
the children's instructional writing. During the course of the 
afternoon, they listened to stories with their specially invit-
ed guests (their teddies) and carefully followed the instruc-
tions they had written for their games. 

This week the children have been learning how to mix col-
ours and have looked at a range of abstract art in prepara-
tion for making their Wassily Kandinsky paintings. 



Year 3 had a visit from Ethan ’s mother, Dr Yu, who shared information 
about how her family celebrates Chinese New Year. She explained the Legend 
of Nian and why loud firecrackers, fireworks and the bright and bold colour 
red are used to scare the beast, Nian, away.   

The children learned that Chinese New Year is a happy time and is celebrated 
by wearing the colour red and by hanging decorations such as lanterns 
around the home. They also discovered that children are given money in spe-
cial red envelopes as a gift and that festive food, including dumplings, are 
enjoyed with family and friends.  Dr Yu wore a beautiful red jacket and 
brought in decorations and clothing to show Year 3 how Chinese New Year is 
celebrated. The children were also lucky enough to try some fortune cookies 
and  Chinese treats.  

In science, Year 5  have been creating models which show how the rotation of 
the Earth causes day and night. It is a difficult concept to truly understand, as 
from our perspective, it seems as if the Sun orbits around us! Mr Sheens be-
lieves that the models created by Year 5 make the concept a lot clearer and 
easier to understand! 

This week, Year 5 began constructing their own space shuttle designs during 
their D&T lesson. They are trying to recreate what they hope will be a similar 
masterpiece to the one NASA engineers designed when they landed a rover 
on Mars. Luckily in maths, they have been learning to measure and calculate 
the perimeter of rectangles, which has helped them in the initial stages of 
construction. In a few weeks, once the parachutes have been attached, Year 
5 will test the effectiveness of each shuttle by launching them with ‘egg astro-
nauts’. How very creative! 

For their topic this term, Year 6 have been look-
ing at Fairtrade during their geography lessons.  

The focus for their learning has been around the big question - 'How far has 
fairtrade benefited the lives of small farmers in South America and Africa?'  So 
far, Year 6 have learned about the lives of farming communities in these parts 
of the world and how being part of a fair trade co-operative has improved their 
living and working conditions. The children are really enjoying learning about 
how products such as tea and chocolate are farmed, and the extensive journey 
crops make from the country they are grown in to our supermarket shelves. 
Mrs Christophorou tells me they even took on the role of a co-operative and 
had to make decisions about how to spend their money to best benefit the 
farmers! 

During their PHSE lessons this half term, Year 6 have been discussing issues 
around mental health. The children have been involved in some very mature 
conversations about how they feel and ways in which they can make a positive 
impact on their own mental health. 

In their science lessons, Year 4 have been learning about the digestive system. 
They have investigated the journey food makes as it travels from the mouth to 
the stomach and the importance of their teeth in the process.  

The children have explored the different types of teeth they have in their mouths 
and the function of each of these. Mrs Albon asked the children to investigate 
which teeth were used for eating different types 
of food during a practical experiment where the 
class were asked to try different food types. 

To further develop their understanding of the 
concept, the children portrayed the function of 
each type of tooth using an array of household 
items. You can see here a rolling pin is being 
used  to represent the mashing action of the 
molars. 


