
Newsletter 1 
2020/21 

The Value of the Month is ‘Hope’  

Welcome back to a new school year! And what a journey we have been on to get 
here… 
 
As I sit here typing this newsletter, I cannot help but smile at the notion that we 
have successfully been able to safely welcome back all of our wonderful pupils this 
term. The corridors have felt empty without them! Over the past few weeks, it has 
been lovely to hear and see the children enjoying their learning and break times 
together again.   
 
Hope is a wonderful value to share at this important time of year. Our children have returned to school wide-
eyed at the possibilities the year has in store for them and excited about the challenges that lay ahead. As 
Headteacher, I have been immensely proud of the resilience shown by each of our children. They have set-
tled back into school life quickly and are adapting to their new routines which now include: social distancing 
around the school; regular handwashing and sanitizing; virtual assemblies and staggered break and 
lunchtimes in their phase bubbles. It has been lovely to see so many of our parents before and after school 
and I am really grateful for the positive comments you have shared with us. 
 
Thank you for following our staggered drop off and collection times. We realise that for some parents and 
children there is a longer wait in the mornings and after school. We appreciate your patience and flexibility 
when things are running a little behind schedule. We know that things will be very different for a while and 
we will continue to review our procedures and ‘tweak’ them as we move through the term.  
  
Whilst writing this, the Government is outlining its plans for stricter measures for social gatherings. Whilst this 
does not directly apply to schools, I am sure you are, like me, wondering how this latest guidance will impact 
on your daily lives. All I will do is assure you – and hopefully reassure you – that we will continue to com-
municate with you regularly and provide you with the most up to date information available to us.  
 
Finally, I would also like to extend a warm welcome to each of our Reception children and to any new families 
across the school. I look forward to working with you this academic year. Welcome to the Hadley Wood  
Community!  

Date for Your Diary 

Unfortunately, at present due to the current government social distancing guidelines, we are 
unable to commit to parent workshops, class assemblies or the end of key stage productions. 
We will, of course, let you know if and when things change. The dates below are our planned 
events for the rest of this term. They are however, subject to change.  

October 

Thursday 1st — Virtual Values Arts Trophy 
Final  

Monday 5th—Virtual Harvest Festival    
Assembly  

Monday 19th —Nasal Flu Immunisation  

Monday 19th and Tuesday 20th —Virtual 
Parent Consultation meetings  

Monday 26th—Friday 30th—Half Term 
Break 

November  

Tuesday 3rd—Individual photographs  

Monday 9th November—Virtual Poetry Arts Trophy Launch  

Monday 16th—Friday 20th—Anti-Bullying Week 

Tuesday 17th—Year 5 and 6 Shakespeare workshops  

Friday 20th—Anti-Bullying workshops  

December  

Thursday 10th—Virtual Poetry Arts trophy Final  

Friday 11th—Christmas Jumper Day  

Friday 18th—School closes at 1.30pm for Christmas Break  



Mrs Christophorou has been really impressed with how quickly our Year 6 children 
have adapted to their new school routines. They have taken on board the responsi-
bility of  being good role models to the rest of the school. Our newly elected House 
and Sports Captains have assumed their responsibilities this week and are learning 
how to motivate the rest of their house teams virtually during our Friday Achieve-
ment Assemblies!  

Year 6 have been very busy working hard in all areas of the curriculum. In geome-
try, the children have been sorting and classifying shapes. They worked collabora-
tively in small groups to sort shapes according to their many different properties. 
This facilitated some great discussions and enabled the children to extend their 

mathematical vocabulary and justification skills. 

In coding lessons, Year 6 are working through an internet safety 
unit. So far they have explored the importance of a positive 'digital 
footprint' and have discussed the pitfalls of sharing personal infor-
mation online. The children have also explored how they can detect phishing and scams on 
the internet. They have really enjoyed playing interactive games to support their learning.  

In their science lessons, Year 6 have begun learning about the circulatory system. The chil-
dren have shown great interest in these lessons and have been asking lots of questions. They 
have looked in detail at the role of the heart and the children drew some amazing, labelled 
diagrams.  

Year 3 have had a creative start to the new year! In 
their art lessons they have been learning how to use 
oil pastels to create their Arts Trophy masterpieces. 
Ms Burns has informed me that it was an incredibly 
difficult task to choose the two finalists as the quality 
of the finished pieces was fabulous! 

In their English lessons, Year 3 have started a poet-
ry unit. Their first task was to write tongue twisters. 
In preparation for this, in pairs, the children acted 
out part of the poem 'Fox in Socks' and then put all 
the parts together to create a whole class perfor-
mance. 

On a Tuesday afternoon, Year 3 head over to the 
Hadley Wood Tennis Club for their lesson with Athos, 
a very skilled coach. This term, the children are de-
veloping their racquet skills to control and pass the 
ball.  

In geography, Year 3 are learning about 'The Sur-
face of Our Earth'.  They used a large carpet map of 
the world to develop their map skills, working togeth-
er in groups to name and locate some mountain 

Year 1 have settled really well into their new 
classroom and are already enjoying their new 
history topic where the children are learning 
about  'Guy Fawkes'. So far, they have learned 
the story of 'The Gunpowder Plot' and Miss Sea-
ton assures me that they are now able to recite 
it by heart. Cleverly, they created their own ac-
tions to help them remember the main points in 
the story which they then performed as a class. 
If you scan the QR code shown on this page, 
you will be able to watch their recital.  

In their science lessons, Year 1 have been ex-
ploring the role of each of the five senses. The 
children really enjoyed testing their sense of 
taste by carrying out a blindfolded taste test!  

Reception were very excited to receive their new play 
kitchen at the start of the term. A big thank you to 
Hami in Year 4 who cleverly won it for the school by 
taking part in the ‘BEAR’s Grrreat Food Quest’  over the 
summer holiday. As you can see in the photograph, Re-
ception are really enjoying playing with it.  



Year 4 have settled into their new classroom in the Key 
Stage 2 building quickly. They are all keen and excited 
to learn about their new topic which is ‘Electricity’.  

To develop an understanding of how electricity works, 
the children were given the range of electrical compo-
nents required to make a circuit. Using their problem- 
solving skills, each group worked together to build a 
working circuit. As you can imagine, this took a while as 
the children had never seen or used this scientific 
equipment before.  

After some exploration, the children realised that when 
certain components are connected and a working circuit 
is formed they could make their circuit buzz, light up or 
move!  

We were so excited last Thursday to welcome our new      
Reception class into full-time school. They are an       amaz-
ingly creative class and Mrs Shellard is very proud of them for 
settling into school life so quickly.  

You can see in the photographs how happy and engaged they 
all are taking part in their ‘choosing’ activities.  

Year 2 have grown up so much over the         sum-
mer—they are almost unrecognisable! They have had a 
busy start to the year and have been looking for differ-
ent ways materials are used to form objects around 
the school in their science lessons. 

In their history lessons, Year 2 have been using evi-
dence to work out how the Great Fire of London 
spread so quickly.  

Year 5 have settled brilliantly into life in upper 
Key Stage 2. In their English lessons,  the chil-
dren have fully immersed themselves in their 
Greek myth writing focus through the use of 
freeze frames and hot-seating activities. The 
drama based lessons have helped the children 
deepen their vocabulary and strengthen 
their understanding of the text.  

 

In their history lessons, the children became detectives when they were given a 
range of sources and had to decide if they provided sufficient evidence to prove that 
there was some truth in the legend 'Theseus and the Minotaur'.  


