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The Value of the Month is ‘Kindness’  
Dear Parents, 
 
At this time of year many of us take a moment to reflect on the events of the past 
12 months. Well, what a year it has been! As I will say in our end of term Virtual 
Assembly to pupils, words and phrases that we may never have heard of before 
have taken on new meaning. Many of these words can leave us feeling anxious 
and uncertain. However, there are also many positive words that have come to the forefront of my thinking in 
recent months. Words such as kindness, consideration, resilience, togetherness and trust. I see examples of 
these values in action every day at school amongst  our pupils and staff - and from you as parents and      
carers. My main message in this newsletter is to express my gratitude for that. It is this sense of teamwork 
across the whole community that I think makes Hadley Wood a special place to work and learn and I know 
that this is also what will fortify us in meeting the challenges that may lie ahead.  
 
Thank you once again for the kind messages of support and encouragement we have received throughout the 
course of this academic year. They are very much welcomed. May I wish you all an enjoyable, safe Christmas 
and New Year. I hope you enjoy some much-deserved festive joy and I look forward to welcoming you back 
on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  
 
With kindest regards 
Mrs Worby  

There are many things we have been    
unable to do this academic year due to 
the Covid pandemic. However, we felt 
that it was important to keep as many of 
our school traditions as possible. Our 
wonderful catering staff ensured that 
Christmas Lunch could go ahead as 
planned. You can see from the photo-
graphs that the children really enjoyed 
themselves as did the staff! It certainly 
brought a smile to my face to see each 
class making their way to the hall wearing 
their Christmas Jumpers.  

Christmas Jumper Day  

At this time of year, we find ourselves    
giving thanks for the wonderful family and 
friends that we have. Each year, we take 
part in the Save the Children Christmas 
Jumper Campaign to help less fortunate 
children around the world. We are very 
proud to have raised a total of £354.55 
this year for such a worthwhile cause. 
Thank you to each of our families for your  
generosity and kindness.  



Year 3 have had a wonderful time this week taking 
part in a variety of winter-themed art and craft activities. 
In class, they made snow globes, tree decorations,      
decorated boxes and painted glass lanterns. 

They had to put their artistic skills to the test as they used 
a wide range of specialist equipment to decorate their art-
work including porcelain paints,  glass pens and deco 
paint pens. 

The children all really enjoyed 
being creative. Ms Burns has   
informed me that the children will 
be bringing home their   creations 
in individual gift bags that have 
also been specially decorated by 
them. 

This half term, Year 6 have been learning about 
how Britain was affected by World War Two. They 
have enjoyed learning about the Blitz and the    
evacuation of children. Their Design and Technology 
project this half term was to design and build an 
Anderson shelter. The children worked in groups to 
source appropriate materials, and construct their 
shelter. They also made objects to put inside,     
including bunk beds, a table, a chair and even little 
books! 

In class, Year 6 have been reading Goodnight Mr 
Tom, which is a story based around the experiences 
of a child who was evacuated during the war. Their 
writing lessons have focussed on predicting the 
events in this story as part of their book study unit. 
As a result, the children have produced some great 
examples of writing. The children have been really 
gripped by this book and are looking forward to 
watching the film adaptation. Tissues at the ready…  

Year 1 have really en-
joyed their science topic 
looking at materials and 
their properties. They even 
created a song describing 
the properties of some of 
the materials they have 
learned about. 

Although Year 1 missed the 
official 'Christmas Jumper 
Day', they had an amazing 
time celebrating when they 
came back to school. 

Throughout lockdown, we decorated our windows with 
images of rainbows as a mosaic of hope. As we are   
unable to welcome parents into the school at the     
moment, I challenged the children and staff to decorate 
the windows of the KS2 building in a fun and festive 
way to ensure every member of the school community 
was able to feel involved in our festive activities. The 
winning class were awarded with popcorn and juice for 
their class party.  

I was really impressed by each year group’s creative 
approach to our festive– themed window competition. 
It made it really hard to decide on the winning display! 
However,  I am sure you will agree with me that Miss 
Byrne’s Polar Express themed window display is       
particularly eye-catching and so Year 5 enjoyed their 
treat this week in class.  



In science, Year 5 have been continuing their 
work on space by looking at the phases of the 
moon and how the shape of the moon appears to 
change in the sky. The children thoroughly     
enjoyed representing the different phases using 
Oreos- although most of them were keen to    
create a total eclipse!  

As part of their work on this month’s value of 
kindness, Year 5 made some lovely cards to send 
to a care home for adults with learning difficulties 
who may not be able to see their families this 
Christmas. 
 
In their English lessons, the children also pro-
duced a festive– themed  poem based on ‘Twas 
the night before Christmas’ . I have included the 
finished version as I was really impressed by their 
ideas. I think it captures how everyone is feeling 
this year.  

Year 5’s Christmas Poem 
'Twas the week before Christmas and all through the 
county 
Corona Virus was waiting to unload its bounty. 
Tier three in place, festive season has begun 
People are desperate for St Nicholas to come 
 
The stockings were hung by the chimney with care, 
Two metres apart and no Christmas fayre 
By the TV, people wait for Boris to speak, 
Hoping he'll give us good news for next week. 
 
The children were nestled all snug in their beds, 
While visions of grandparents danced in their heads. 
With mum and dad in masks and I in my cap, 
We stood out in our doorway ready to clap. 
 
Mince pies on the shelves but no toilet roll, 
Let's hope Santa will bring some from the North Pole. 
Fretting people panic buy, where's the pasta? 
Children's only hopes are the gifts from Santa. 
 
Friends and families getting together on Zoom, 
Since only six people are allowed in a room. 
Stuck inside our houses with nothing to do, 
Hoping and praying we go back to Tier 2! 
 
It's Christmas Day, good news! Boris lifted the rules! 
Dad is scrambling around for the spare chairs and bar 
stools. It has been great to see the Key Stage 1 children 

back after two weeks of home learning. I would just 
like to reiterate how proud the EYFS and KS1 team 
are of the adaptability and hard work that the     
children showed during this time.  

This week in class, Year 2 completed their pirate 
boats in Design and Technology. They decided to 
use corks to help them float and added sails so that 
they could move through the water (with the aid of a 
hairdryer)!  

They have also spent the afternoons this week     
enjoying some Christmas crafts. They designed 
some eye-catching Christmas cards during their ICT 
lesson as well as making their own elf hats -
modelled beautifully by the class in the photograph.  

Our Reception children have been exploring 2D shapes 
with Miss Stavrou. Here are some pictures of them    
exploring shapes by creating pictures and making ice 
creams. Mrs Shellard has told me that the children really 
impressed her with their ability to describe the features 
of  a range of 2D shapes. 

This week in class, the children have been exploring a 
range of festive-themed activities including building a 
house for elves to live in. 

Poppy Day Appeal  

It seems like a long time ago now but back in November we raised money for the 
Royal British Legion's Poppy Appeal. In total we raised £283.05 to support this   
fantastic charity’s ability to provide lifelong support to serving and ex-serving     
personnel and their families. 



Inclusion Corner with Mrs Bertram 

Each month our Inclusion Corner article will share information 
and links to inform on Special Educational Needs. 

Hadley Wood School is a maintained school in the London      
borough of Enfield and our policies and procedures are guided by 
the SEN Code of Practice 0 -25: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-
practice-0-to-25 

Children’s SEND can be identified by the adults interacting with 
the child: parents, carers, family member, teachers, SENCo and 
other professionals, e.g. doctors, speech and language         
therapists, educational psychologists, occupational therapists, 
etc.  

Each term, class teachers compile a ‘Concerns’ register to record 
the needs within their class, e.g. difficulties with reading, writing, 
maths, spelling, handwriting, disposition towards learning,    
emotional difficulties, hearing or visual impairment, difficulties 
with listening, attention and concentrating, etc. Concerns are 
shared with parents and carers during consultations with either 
the class teacher or the SENCo and many children are placed on 
the concerns register at some point during their time at school.  

Provision is adapted to support children’s progress and reviewed 
at termly checkpoint meetings. The concerns for some children 
are ongoing and need further attention to understand their     
difficulties. The class teacher or the SENCo may observe or     
assess a pupil using programmes or tests in school to highlight 
strengths and difficulties and sometimes a referral is made to 
seek assessment and advice from other professionals.  

We do not diagnose children at school although we recognise 
when we can see traits of a specific learning difficulty, such as 
dyslexia, or conditions such as Autism Spectrum Disorder or   
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. Any professional reports 
received are shared with all relevant parties and reasonable    
adjustments are made to accommodate the child’s SEN. 

Next month, Inclusion Corner will focus on Quality First Teaching.  

Wonderful sounds have reached my office from the Year 4 classroom 
this week!  

In their music lessons this half term, Year 4 have been learning to 
read music by playing the glockenspiel. The unit of work began by 
encouraging the children to recognise the individual notes on a   
glockenspiel, before linking the note played on the instrument with 
written notation.  

As a class, the children then looked closely at sheet music to develop 
their understanding of each of the names of the different notes as 
well as discovering how long each note needed to be played for.  

Once Mrs Albon felt they were confident musicians, the class then put 
their musical talents to the test by playing a festive piece together.  

Scan the QR code to listen to Year 4’s festive performance.   

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Sarah Davies 
to the team from the start of the spring term 
as our Learning Mentor.  

This is a unique position we have created with-
in the school to support the Social, Emotional 
and Mental Health needs of our children. We 
have identified a rise in the level of additional 
needs within our cohort and so to ensure we 
continue to offer the best possible outcomes 
for all children in our school, we are           
continually looking for ways to extend our   
academic and pastoral support.  

What is a Learning Mentor? 

The Learning Mentor’s role is to help children 
and families with any difficulties they may be 
experiencing.  They are there to listen, offer 
support and practical advice, support positive 
behaviour and promote our core Values. They 
are informal educators. 

A Learning Mentor is here to: 

 Listen 

 Offer support 

 Promote positive behaviour 

 Offer encouragement and build self-
esteem, resilience and confidence 

 Identify the barriers to learning and set 
targets 

 
I am certain that Mrs Davies’ prior Learning 
Mentor and SEN expertise will make her an 
invaluable member of the team.  
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