
Dear Parents, 

Last week in school, we celebrated ‘Outdoor Learning Week’. The focus of this important 
theme week was to encourage the children to be creative in the outdoor world - developing 
both resilience and teamwork.  

The teaching team planned a series of lessons across the curriculum which moved the   
learning from inside the classroom into the outdoor environment. Across the course of the 
week, the children were given the opportunity to carry out an orienteering challenge in the 
Hadley Wood Association field following a range of grid coordinates which Mr Sheens, our 
geography subject lead, had skilfully adapted for each year group. Ms Burns, our science 
subject lead, also planned a pond dipping activity which encouraged the children to identify 
the different types of organism we now have living in our school pond.  

As part of our focus on developing physical fitness and enjoyment of PE, the children also 
took part in our KS1 and KS2 sports event on the school grounds. It was wonderful to see 
the children demonstrating the values of confidence and sportsmanship throughout the 
course of the day.  I know Mrs Albon, our PE Subject Lead, was very impressed too!  

Our ‘Outdoor Learning Week’ was a great success, the children experienced a wonderful   
array of learning opportunities across the course of the week as you can see from the    
photographs in this newsletter.  

Thank you for your continued support  

Mrs Worby  

KS1 Sports Day  



KS2 Sports Day  



Year 6 really enjoyed their historical walk during ‘Outdoor Learning Week’. In their 
history lessons, the children have been learning about the War of the Roses,  including the 
Battle of Barnet, so this was the perfect opportunity to take a walk through High Barnet to 
visit historical points of interest connected with this battle. The children were able to see 
where the soldiers would have advanced and stand where the battle would have taken 
place. Year 6 also visited the Barnet Museum exhibit in the Spires Shopping Centre and 
walked to see the monument dedicated to the Battle of Barnet. 

Year 6 also took part in an orienteering activity, where they w ere able to apply 
their map reading skills. They worked together in teams to use six-figure grid references 
and a map to locate each point. They had great fun! 

The children in Year 3 enjoyed a range of outdoor learning experiences for maths,        
including measuring the MUGA using a trundle wheel. They had a pond dipping session 
and used their observational skills to explore the wildlife in and around the pond.  

As part of their RE lesson, the children had a circle time outside - thinking about the     
people, and or things, that help guide them in life and support them to make good choices.  

Year 3 also enjoyed the orienteering activity on the Hadley Wood Association 
grounds - finding clues, reading a map and solving an anagram. They have all told me how 
much they loved Outdoor Learning Week!  

Year 1 really enjoyed 
'Outdoor Learning Week'. The 
week started with Sports Day, 
where the children displayed   
really good sportsmanship,  
cheering for their house teams 
in all events.  

Later on in the week, Year 1   
enjoyed the opportunity to go on 
an orienteering scavenger hunt. 
They were experts at following 
the grid references on their map 
to find the different locations 
around the Hadley Wood      
Association grounds.  

Year 2 have had a brilliant week, spending lots of time  in the outdoors! After Sports 
Day, they spent some time pond dipping where they were able to catch a host of mini-beasts 
and insects. They then used a classification key to identify them. Overall, they found some 
dragonfly nymphs, pond snails and newts.  

On Thursday, Year 2  participated in an orienteering hunt -working in groups to find grid  
references on a map. It is a difficult skill to master but Year 2 definitely rose to the challenge 
and made their way around the course! They also managed to spend time outside reading as 
a class, identifying animals in science, as well as creating some 'leaf' art.  



Year 4 have enjoyed the opportunity to take their learning outside during   
‘Outdoor Learning Week’. As part of their science unit of work exploring Human impact on 
living things and their habitats, Year 4 had fun exploring the school grounds to identify 
the different types of trees we have on site. They were able to use classification keys to 
identify the name of each tree.  

Year 4 also took part in a combined mathematics and geography lesson where 
they explored the Hadley Wood Association land as part of an orienteering challenge. The 
children had to follow clues to navigate around the course using a map to read four-digit 
grid references. They skilfully followed the trail to each grid reference where they       
discovered a hidden letter. If they solved all ten grid references correctly, they could then 
unscramble the letters they had collected to find a hidden word.   

In  their mathematics lessons, Reception  collected natural 
objects and sorted them by using different criteria. They also 
used sticks to measure things and discuss whether they were 
shorter or longer. Reception then recorded each of the items 
they had collected by drawing them. 
 
Reception also enjoyed carrying out their music lesson 
outside. The  children took great pleasure in singing along, 
playing instruments and joining in with parachute games.  

Year 5 have had a w onderful week ! They spent some time taking care 
of our pea and bean plants in the allotment area. They have grown very big  
now so Year 5 had to tie them to some supports. The children are looking 
forward to harvesting them before the end of term!  

It was wonderful to see Year 5 working well as a team during their         
orienteering session, where they used four-figure grid references to locate 
different parts of the local area.  

To make up for the fact the children were unable to go on their residential 
trip this academic year, we held a Thursday fun afternoon on the school 
grounds. Year 5 made tie dye t-shirts, took part in some outdoor games 
and a water fight - which I believe the teachers won!  They then ended the 
night with a barbecue and hot chocolate. It was a lovely fun-filled way to 
round off the term.  


