
Hadley Wood Primary School 
Black History Theme Week 



Our Multicultural Theme Week took place in school from Monday 
18th October - Friday 22nd October 2021. 

Our whole school focus this year combined Black History Month with 
developing our love for reading as a school. As a result, each year 
group studied a range of different texts either written by black 
authors or written about important black figures in history.

The week launched with a virtual assembly led by Mrs. Worby which 
explored the importance  of Black History Month in serving as  a 
reminder that we can learn from events in our past, in order to ensure 
the future is better for everyone. Within the course of the assembly, 
the children were introduced to some famous, black historical leaders 
as well as discussing the meaning of racism and the impact this has on 
developing an inclusive society. 

To further enrich the children’s learning, we organised a series of 
workshops to take place across the course the week. Each year group 
took part in an African dance workshop which took place in the hall 
on Monday 18th October to launch the theme week.  On Tuesday 19th

October, the children in each class also took part in an African 
drumming workshop to develop their musical talents. 



Moore Class  

Our Reception class shared ‘Shine’ a wonderful picture book 
which follows Kai on his first day at school. 

It explores how with the help of his parents, Kai learns to be 
proud of himself and his unique qualities and values. Kai’s 
mother explains how although the moon and stars are 
different they both shine beautifully in the sky. He learns an 
important lesson: that everyone is special and valuable in 
their own way. 

After sharing the story, the children discussed what it is that 
makes them each special and unique. They also created 
pictures of them with a friend and discussed what is the 
same and what is different about one another. 



Attenborough Class  

Our Year 1 class shared ‘The Other Side’ as a class. 
The book cleverly explores the concept of segregation 
in the form of a fence. Clover lives beside this fence 
which segregates her town. Her mother has instructed 
her never to climb over to the other side. Then one 
summer Clover notices a white girl on the other side 
of the fence. The girl seems to be very lonely and is 
even outside when it is raining so she befriends her 
and they sit on the fence together.

After sharing the story, the class explored what it 
would have been like for Clover to experience being 
treated differently due to the colour of her skin and 
what we can do now to ensure that this never 
happens again. 



Attenborough Class  



Parks Class

Year 2 shared the story ‘Coming to England’, an 
inspiring true story of Baroness Floella Benjamin who 
arrived from Trinidad, to London as part of the 
Windrush generation at the age of ten. They discussed 
what it must have been like for her coming to a 
different country and the questions she will have had 
about her new life. 

Following this, the children tried foods from Trinidad 
and even made their own fruit salad.  They also 
thought about what they would put into their 
suitcases to visit Trinidad and how it would compare 
with packing for a trip in the UK. 



Parks Class

Examples of the children's work in their PSHE books exploring life in Trinidad. 



King Class  

The theme of Year 3’s multicultural week book study was 
around the importance of the Windrush Generation. 

The children learned about this group of people who arrived  
in the UK between 1948 and 1971 from Caribbean 
countries. They learned why they are referred to as the 
Windrush Generation because they were brought here by 
MV Empire Windrush, which docked in Tilbury on 22 June 
1948, bringing workers from Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago 
and other islands, to help fill post-war UK labour shortages 
and how the ship carried 492 passengers - many of them 
children.

At the end of the week the children collected all of the 
information they had learned across the course of the week 
and used it to create their own spider diagram. 



Thunberg Class   

Our Year 4 class read two books during our Multicultural 
Week which explored gifted and bold black children and 
woman in history. 

After sharing the books, the children selected two or three 
people they were interested in including Katherine Johnson 
and Mae Jemison.  Class discussions centred around why are 
these people inspirational and what change did they make 
to society? 

After  researching information about how these 
inspirational people changed the world for the better, the 
children produced their own eye-catching informational 
texts.  



Thunberg Class   

Examples of the children's work in their PSHE books exploring the life and work of a range of famous, young black people. 



Mandela Class   

As the namesake for our Year 5 class is Nelson Mandela, the children studied a 
pictorial, abridged  version of his autobiography ‘ The Long Walk to Freedom’. As a 
result, the class learned more information about his life and his childhood. 

Following on from this, the class read ‘Hidden Figures’ – the true story of four black 
woman who helped America win the space race. They learned how hard it was for 
this group of woman to gain recognition for their work not only because they were 
black but also because they were woman working in a male-dominated field. 

Finally they read the story ‘Moses’, the account of how Harriet Tubman helped lead 
her people to freedom. Class discussions centred around the values she showed 
and the impact her bravery had on the world. 

The grandfather of one of the children in the class was Louis Mahoney. He was one 
of the first black stage actors who was originally from Gambia. He strongly opposed 
apartheid and so the class were able to make links with his efforts and the work of 
Nelson Mandela. 



Mandela Class   

Examples of the children's work in 
their PSHE books exploring the life 
and work of the black 
mathematicians who worked for 
NASA during the space race: 
Katherine Johnson, Dorothy 
Vaughan, and Mary Jackson 
alongside the life and work of 
Harriet Tubman. 



Turing Class   

Our Year 6 children learned about the life of Walter Tull by 
studying the text  ‘Walter Tull's Scrapbook’ by Michaela 
Morgan. 

Turing Class learned how Walter Tull, the grandson of a slave 
and raised in an orphanage, became one of Tottenham
Hotspur's star players and later became the first black officer in 
the British Army. They explored how his bravery and leadership 
in the First World War won him a recommendation for the 
Military Cross. 

As a result of their learning and discussions during the week, 
the children were then able to produce a detailed Walter Tull
information booklet which you can see in their PSHE books. 



Turing Class   

Examples of the children’s 
Walter Tull information 
guides. 


