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The Value of the Month is ‘Self belief’  

Dear Parents and Carers,  

This month in school, we have explored the value of self-belief  
during our whole-school assemblies and PSHE lessons in class. We 
have discussed  the importance of applying a positive attitude    
towards our learning and how this will help us to make good     
progress and be successful.  

We want all of our pupils to relish challenges, embrace their      
mistakes as part of the learning process, value the importance of 
effort, respond carefully to feedback and take inspiration from   
others. To help them to achieve this, we continue to apply the  
principles of the ‘Growth Mindset’ approach to learning developed 
by Dr Carol Dweck. 

The key aspects of Growth Mindset at Hadley Wood are:   

 We celebrate making mistakes – we can learn from them 

 We never give up – perseverance is the key if we are to    
succeed 

 We learn from each other 

 We challenge ourselves and take risks 

 We remember that our brains are making new connections 
and growing all the time 

 
How you can help support Growth Mindset at home:  

 Praise the amount of effort your child is putting into things 
rather than how clever they are 

 Talk to your children about their brain -explain that it is like a 
muscle:  the more they use it, the stronger it gets 

 Encourage your children to not give up if they are finding 
something difficult 

 Challenge your children to try something new or challenging. 
 
We have been busy redeveloping the school website to include    
important information about our curriculum offer. For further infor-
mation about our approach to Growth Mindset, please visit https://
hadleywood.enfield.sch.uk/growth-mindset/ 
 
As we approach December, I am very much looking forward to   
exploring the value of ‘Community’ with the children. Thank you to 
everyone in the Hadley Wood community who has donated bikes 
and trikes for our Reception class to use. We have just purchased 
some new helmets for the children to wear as they develop their 
gross motor skills on the KS1 playground. Thank you to the FHWS 
whose fundraising skills and generosity continuously enable us to 
develop our curriculum resources. This term we have also installed 
two new smart-touch television screens in two of our classrooms to      
replace existing projectors which had stopped working. If you can 
support our community in any way, please let us know.  
 
Best wishes 
Mrs Worby 

Children in Need Update 

Thank you to everyone who wore teddy
-bear themed clothing and donated    
during our recent Children in Need  
fundraiser. In total, we raised £240.90 
for this worthwhile charity.  

One of our new smart-touch screens  

Congratulations to all of our     
certificate winners from this 

week. We are very proud of each 
and every one of you!  
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Turing Class have enjoyed a fantastic 
series of workshops this half term at our   
Forest School. They have taken part in a 
wonderful array of activities so far which   
include making clay poppies to mark         
Remembrance Day; learning how to start a 
fire and constructing stable structures using 
branches and twigs. The children also       
collected nettles and made nettle tea, which 
they all tried! Toasting marshmallows on an 
open fire was also a great treat! 

In their English lessons, Turing Class have 
shared the story of 'Rose Blanche,' which the 
children really enjoyed. As part of their Talk 
for Writing unit of work, the children looked 
at examples of diaries and identified the key 
features of diary writing. The children are 
now writing their own diary entries in      
character as 'Rose.' The children also took 
part in some drama workshops in preparation for their writing, so they could empathise with Rose's thoughts and     
feelings. 

In their science lessons, Turing Class have been busy evaluating the nutritional value of different foods and using 
these to make judgments about which snacks are the healthiest. They are now able to make informed choices 
about the types of food they should eat to ensure a healthy diet.  

This month in science, Parks Class have been look-
ing at the properties of materials and discussing 
how these properties make them suitable for   
making different objects. The Big Question for this 
unit of work is ‘What is the best material to make a 
catapult that can launch an object into the air?’ The 
final practical task the children will carry out is to 
design and then make a catapult of their own. To 
support them with this, in class they have learned 
the meaning of scientific vocabulary such as 
squashy, bendy, brittle, elastic and flexible when 
testing materials. They even used each other as 
models to create human sculptures using bending, 
squashing and stretching movements. 

In their art lessons, Parks Class have been        
creating self-portraits, using a mirror to identify the 
proportions of the features on their faces. This 
week, they sketched their own self portraits using 
pencils and next week they will have the           
opportunity to apply paint,  which is a tricky skill!  

Throughout November, King Class 
have been learning about how to 
respond to bullying as part of their 
PSHE work and in response to the 
national annual ‘Anti-Bullying   
Campaign’.  

In class, the children each created 
a poster to highlight the difference 
between falling out with a friend 
and bullying. During their whole-
class discussions, they also devel-
oped their understanding of the 
concept that everyone is special 
and unique as part of our work 
around the value of the month ’self 
–belief’ and learned a song        
celebrating who we are.  



Thunberg's geography unit of work this half term is 'Earthquakes'. 
The children have enjoyed researching some of the worlds most famous   
earthquakes and have looked at the devastation that they cause to both   
humans and the landscape around them.   

As part of their Design and Technology unit of work, Thunberg Class have 
been investigating the different ways in which buildings can be   designed to 
withstand an earthquake and cause as little destruction to the building as 
possible. The children have learned the importance of a technique called 
cross-bracing and have also looked at the different  materials used in      
construction such as bamboo. This knowledge will support them when they 
begin to design their own earthquake-proof building at the end of the unit. 
 
During their PE lessons this half term, Thunberg Class have been exploring 
contemporary dance. They have used an old Chinese legend that is captured 
on a plate called the 'Willow Pattern Plate' as a stimulus for the unit of work. 
The children have also read the poem ‘Willow Patten’ to support them with 
creating their own contemporary dance to retell the story. 

Mandela Class have had lots of fun try-
ing to put together circuits for their fair-
ground ride project during their D&T lessons.  
They have been creating parallel and series 
circuits using lightbulbs, motors and switch-
es. The children showed our value of self-
belief as they had to apply their problem-
solving skills when their circuits did not work. 

 
In their English lessons, Mandela Class have 
been studying the text ‘Oranges in No Man’s 
land’ which is about a child living through 
the civil war in Lebanon. During their Talk 
for Writing unit of work they wrote diary  
entries based on the daily life of the main 
character. Using some drama and role play, 
they explored how the characters would feel 
at key parts of the story. 

 
Finally, in their PE lessons the children have 
been using travelling, rolls and balances to  
create sequences. The skill they are focusing 
on is to control their movements by engag-
ing their muscles and working as a team to 
overcome challenges when they find some 
moves difficult.  

Don’t forget our Festive Elves 
are selling stamps for our 
Christmas Post Box each 
break time. Each stamp costs 
5p and all proceeds will be 
donated to the Noah’s Ark 
Charity in Barnet.  



This month, Moore Class have been learning 
the structure of the story 'Room on the Broom' 
as part of their Talk for Writing unit of work. 
This story is much longer than their previous 
Colour Monster story and there is a lot of     
vocabulary to rehearse.   However, the children 
have worked really hard and are now able to 
recite the text map as a class. They have also 
enjoyed creating their shape witches using a 
variety of 2D shapes. 

 
Despite the cold weather, the children are   
enjoying their play time in the outdoor class-
room. They have been building obstacle cours-
es and thinking of ways to make it more chal-
lenging to cross from one side to the other. 
This has helped to keep them warm. 

 
Moore Class are beginning to show  more of their independent and creativity skills. They have been 
using junk materials to create rockets and paint pictures of poppy fields. Miss Hodgson was very impressed with 
the farm yard they created too, which included labelled enclosures and a duck pond with water and lily pads! 

Attenborough Class have been working 
hard in their PSHE lessons, learning how to keep 
safe. The children worked in groups to decide 
which of the scenarios they were presented with 
were safe and which were unsafe. They then 
had to  explain their reasoning for each scenario 
using our value of the month 'self-belief' to 
speak aloud.  

In their English lessons, Attenborough Class 
have made their very own cucumber sandwiches 
following a set of instructions. The children 
worked hard to listen to each step and then 
wrote the instructions alongside their text map.  

In their mathematics lessons this week,        
Attenborough Class are exploring the    
concept of subtraction. In class, they have been 
using manipulatives to support their             
understanding of taking away a given amount. 
They are even able to represent their under-
standing using both a number sentence and 
part:whole model.  

Inclusion Corner with Mrs Bertram 

Each month our Inclusion Corner article will share information 
and links to inform on Special Educational Needs. 

Hadley Wood School is proud to be an inclusive Enfield com-
munity school and our policies and procedures are guided by 
the SEN Code of Practice 0 -25: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-
practice-0-to-25 

A big thank you to all parents and carers who at-
tended our first Inclusion Coffee Morning. We had 
an attendance of over 30 and it was great to see 

parents and carers chatting and sharing their experiences.  
The purpose of our Inclusion Coffee Mornings are for parents 
and carers to have a greater understanding of inclusion and 
to be supported within the wider school community. We all 
know that parenting, whilst highly enjoyable, can at times be 
difficult and that supporting a child/children with additional 
needs can sometimes present as a more complex challenge. 
Having other parents and carers to talk to, understand      
experiences, share tips and offer a friendly smile can be     
invaluable. We hope the Inclusion Coffee Morning sessions 
will strengthen our parent–school partnership and for all 
stakeholders to be more informed about inclusion policy and 
practice. 

Our Inclusion Coffee Mornings are informal and for our first 
session both Mrs Bertram and Mrs Davies gave a brief intro-
duction about their roles at school.  Parents enjoyed          
refreshments and chatted socially and also had the            
opportunity to liaise with school staff.  Our next Inclusion   
Coffee Morning is scheduled for Wednesday 15th December, 
9.00-9.45, in the school hall.  All parents are invited and we 
hope you are able to attend and enjoy meeting before the 
festive break. 

Please give feedback on the Inclusion Coffee Morning and this 
Inclusion Corner, using the feedback email sent via the office 
on 26th November, to support the        
Inclusion Team to provide relevant      
information for parents and carers. 
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