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Curriculum Intent:  

Reading is central to every child’s development 

Hadley Wood Primary school believes that reading is central to a child’s understanding of the school curriculum and is of vital importance in life. 

Fluent readers can access a full range of life experiences and can enjoy an amazing breadth of genres and writers. 

We aim to develop a love and appreciation of reading which will stay with children for life. We hope to achieve this through careful planning and 

teaching using up-to-date strategies and developing children’s independence and curiosity. We aim to use good reading materials and resources 

within English lessons and Whole-Class Reading sessions and to provide a breadth and range of reading material in school. 

Our curriculum aims are to allow children the opportunity to: 

 experience reading in a variety of situations so that it becomes a pleasurable & productive experience. 

 access a wide range of print materials, including all genres of fiction, nonfiction, poetry, plays & pupils own writing. 

 progress to becoming selective in their choice of reading materials. 

 be knowledgeable about the purpose and organisation of books. 

 nurture a love of reading. 

 learn to read confidently 

 read to themselves or to others (peers and adults) 

 read to a variety of audiences and to hear adults and children read to them. 

 read regularly and to develop a respect for books. 

 receive reading provision and support appropriate to individual ability. 

 become aware of the link between reading and writing.  

At Hadley Wood, we believe every child has the potential to be creative writers and confident readers. We aim to inspire the children’s love of 

literature by developing their skills in order to become proficient, thoughtful, resilient and creative readers and writers. Our mission is to 

enable children to immerse themselves fully into a text so they can broaden their speech and language, widen their vocabulary and further 

their understanding of the different text types.  

We maintain that reading is central to a child’s understanding of the school curriculum and is of vital importance in life. Fluent readers can 

access a full range of life experiences and can enjoy an amazing breadth of genres and writers. 



We aim to develop a love and appreciation of reading which will stay with children for life. We hope to achieve this through careful planning 

and teaching using up-to-date strategies. We aim to use good reading materials and resources within English lessons and Whole-Class Reading 

sessions and to provide a breadth and range of reading material in school. 

 

How we plan and teach Early Reading at Hadley Wood:  

 

At Hadley Wood Primary School, we show fidelity to using Read Write Inc. (RWI), an inclusive synthetic phonic programme to teach our 

children to read. We have adopted this as the programme facilitates a graduated and tailored approach to learning basic sounds and letter 

formation before advancing to more complex sounds and reading for comprehension.  The programme moves with integrity from learning to 

read to reading to learn, developing independence and resilience as a reader. 

RWI sessions occur each day as the continuity and pace of the programme is key to accelerating the progress of children’s reading 

development. This method of phonics teaching is both systematic and repetitive in order to embed learning.  We use RWI to develop early 

reading, however we develop writing through Talk 4 Writing. The writing elements of RWI we use during phonics include: hold a sentence, edit 

a sentence and written comprehension for Blue and Grey book readers. Pupils reading between Red and Yellow level for RWI complete oral 

comprehension using the “find it and prove it” technique. 

The children work in small groups according to their confidence and competence. These groups are reconfigured on a regular basis in order to 

match the pace and the progress of each child; this reconfiguration also allows class teachers to identify where 1:1 or small group 

interventions may be required in order to meet the expectations of both the Phonics Check and the end of Key Stage 1. We have adapted 

aspects of the scheme to meet the needs of our pupils, however we follow the overarching aims and objectives, rhymes, letter formation, 

teaching techniques and sequence of books.  

 

 



The overarching objectives of the RWI programme are to teach pupils to: 

 apply the skill of blending phonemes in order to read words. 

 segment words into their constituent phonemes in order to spell words. 

 learn that blending and segmenting words are reversible processes. 

 read high frequency words that do not conform to regular phonic patterns. 

 read texts and words that are within their phonic capabilities as early as possible. 

 decode texts effortlessly so that their focus can be used on reading to learn (comprehension) 

Assessment 

All pupils are assessed at least every 6-8 weeks using the RWI assessments. This may be done on a more frequent basis, if the class teacher or 

RWI Reading Leader notices a child may benefit from a re assessment. The class teacher updates the Reading for Fluency Trackers and the 

logistics document, which notes the levels of every child using the RWI programme.  

 

 

Progress Expectations 

Children are expected to move rapidly through the RWI scheme. The table below shows expected progress using the programme. For children 

who need further support to ensure expected progress is made, the school offers additional reading opportunities individually and in small 

groups. This may take place within the school day or as part of an after-school booster group.  



Year Group Term Expected Progress in RWI. Groups 

Reception 

Autumn 
October: know most Set 1 sounds and blend orally (Set 1 B) 
December: know Set 1 sounds and read words by blending (Set 1 C) 

Spring 
February: Ditties 
April: Red 

Summer 
May: Green 
July: Green/Purple 

Year 1 

Autumn 
October: Purple 
December: Pink (know Set 2 sounds) 

Spring 
February: Orange 
April: Yellow 

Summer 
May: Yellow (know Set 3 sounds) 
July: Blue 

Year 2 
Autumn 

Baseline: Blue 
October: Blue 
December: Grey 

Spring February: Grey 

 

NB: Pupils in Year 2 take part in daily Whole Class Reading lessons, however those children working below Blue level in the Autumn term, join 

a daily RWI group. For those children reading Blue level books in RWI in the Autumn term, the school supports early reading by additional 1:1 

reading and small group reading throughout the week. This may take place within the school day or as part of a before school booster group. 

Resources for Supporting the Planning and Delivery of RWI 

In order to best support the planning and delivery of Read Write Inc within Hadley Wood, staff have access to the following subscriptions: 

 Oxford Owl Read Write Inc Phonics Online – this enables staff to access the Teaching Handbooks and lesson resources. 

 Oxford Owl RWI eBook Subscription – this enables staff to use an electronic copy of the book within their modelling of reading.  

Reception to Year 2 classrooms are set up to enable a RWI approach to teaching including showcasing the speed sound charts and friezes, as 

well as having flash cards, Fred Frog and other resources that are needed to support the delivery of high quality phonics. 

 

 



Reading at Home Using Read Write Inc 

Each week the children are sent home with a RWI book at their phonetically decodable level and the equivalent book bag book. We ask 

parents to practise reading the book and sign the reading record daily. This enables the class teacher to best support the home school 

partnership with reading. To further promote a love of reading, all children in using RWI take home a “Reading for Pleasure,” book, this is a 

book that is not related to the phonics scheme and not phonetically decodable at the individual pupil's level, but a wonderful book for shared 

story time, which the parent will read to the child and talk about the story! 

What you will see in our Whole Class Reading sessions:  

Children in Year 2 and above have daily reading lessons, following a ‘Whole Class Reading’ approach. This ensures that all pupils are exposed 

to a wide range of fiction texts, non-fiction texts and poetry.  

Research by Scarborough in 2001 shows the complexity of skills needed to become a confident, independent reader with good 

comprehension skills. The image below shows ‘The Many Strands of Skilled reading in Literature’. Our Whole Class Reading approach ensures 

that all pupils are supported with developing the language comprehension skills and word recognition skills that support skilled reading and 

ensure all pupils can access every aspect of the Hadley Wood Curriculum as well as preparing them for the wider world. 

 



Each week the pupils are exposed to a high-quality text and take part in four (30 minute) sessions developing reading and comprehension 

skills.  The length of the text is dependent on pupil’s age and stage of reading, as well as the complexity of the text. The sessions within the 

week are built up to support coverage of the Content Domains within the National Curriculum. 

Key Stage 1 Content Domains Key Stage 2 Content Domains 
1a draw on knowledge of vocabulary to understand texts 
1b identify / explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts, such 
as characters, events, titles and information 
1c identify and explain the sequence of events in texts 
1d make inferences from the text 
1e predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so 
far 
 

2a give / explain the meaning of words in context 
2b retrieve and record information / identify key details from fiction 
and non-fiction  
2c summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph  
2d make inferences from the text / explain and justify inferences 
with evidence from the text  
2e predict what might happen from details stated and implied  
2f identify / explain how information / narrative content is related 
and contributes to meaning as a whole  
2g identify / explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of 
words and phrases  
2h make comparisons within the text 
 

 

Session Focus and Content of the session 

Session 1 Vocabulary 
 
Pupils read the text and focus on understanding of key vocabulary or unfamiliar vocabulary. They apply this 
acquired vocabulary to its meaning within the text, consider why the vocabulary was chosen by the author and 
apply it to unfamiliar contexts as relevant  
 

Session 2 Oral Comprehension 
 
Pupils re read the text from the day before and practise their comprehension skills orally or on whiteboards, they develop 
confidence with answering questions fully (with a mark scheme in upper KS2). The focus during this session tends to be either 
on retrieval or inference. 

Session 3 Written Comprehension 
 



Pupils used the knowledge and skills developed from the previous day, continuing to focus on the specific content domain 
taught, to answer a written comprehension in their books.  

Session 4 Written Comprehension  
 
Pupils use their knowledge acquired throughout the week to answer written comprehension questions on either a different 
content domain or a range of content domains. 

 

NB: During the Autumn term in Years 2 and 3, there may be less written comprehension and more oral comprehension, as pupils develop their 

skills in reading. 

To ensure curriculum coverage and a range of text types are used, teachers are guided by the Reading Curriculum Overview for each year 

group. These can be adapted to meet the needs of the class, but the general themes should be followed.  

 



In order to best support all pupils, for those pupils who are not on track to meet age related expectations at the end of the year, in addition to 

quality first teaching strategies and in class support, after or before school reading booster sessions are offered. These focus on both fluency 

and comprehension. 

Reading for Fluency 

Each week the pupils in Year 2 –6 have one 30-minute Reading for Fluency session, during this time all pupils read independently a book at 

their level and of their personal interest. Class teachers listen to individual readers and provide verbal feedback to pupils. This independent 

reading time, further enhances the opportunities for pupils to read independently throughout the week.  

Book Banding and Levelled Books 

To support teacher assessment of reading, pupils complete a miscue analysis and this provides a level that the children are reading at. Children 

have a range of books at their level in their classroom to self-select as their independent reading books. However, we do not believe that 

children should be restricted to a particular level of book, if there is another book that the child wishes to read. Therefore, children are able to 

select books, not at their level to enjoy reading, the class teacher will support the selection of these books if necessary.   

Hadley Wood Literature Spines 

Each year group has a defined set of core texts. This literature spine is intended to offer our children a core bank of texts that ensures they 

experience a range of high-quality texts and authors during their time at school. Teachers use these in a range of ways, as whole class texts to 

share, as part of their English writing lessons and in connection with our topics. Children are also encouraged to read these texts independently 

or share with parents at home. Our set texts also offer the opportunity to use ‘Talk for Writing’ techniques in encouraging children to ‘act out’ 

and bring alive texts they read to embed the language and structure of books. Each class has time within the day to listen to their book from 

the literature spine being read to them in order to develop a love of language, books and promote reading for pleasure. Regularly, pupils listen 

and discuss a poem from the poetry book on the year group Literature Spine or one chosen by a pupil within the class. A love of poetry is 

further promoted by the Arts Trophy Poetry Recital.  

A full list of our Hadley Wood Literature Spines can be found here: https://hadleywood.enfield.sch.uk/reading/  

Reading for Pleasure 

At Hadley Wood Primary School we want all children to be lifelong readers and learners who devour new books with curiosity. In order to 

support pupils developing a love of reading, we have book corners in each classroom, stocked with a range of exciting books based on the 

children’s interests. We are currently redeveloping our Key Stage 2 library and have held a ‘readathon’ and book fair to enable us to purchase 

https://hadleywood.enfield.sch.uk/reading/


new books to spark imagination and interest. We further develop a love of reading and literature through Arts Trophy competitions linked to 

poetry recital, World Book Day events and literacy-based visits, such as The Young Shakespeare Company. Every day children are read to as 

part of our Literature Spine and our writing is based around texts linked to our learning themes and core books. Children are encouraged to 

engage with ‘book talk’ at least once a week where they share recommendations with the other children in their classes. Children over the 

Spring term have enjoyed reading assemblies, with recommendations from the school teaching staff. We are in the process of developing 

further initiatives such as a ‘Reader of the Week’, book mark recommendations and using Twitter to connect with authors.  

 

 


