
Hadley Wood Primary School 
Black History Theme Week 



Our Multicultural Theme Week took place in school from Tuesday 1st November October –

Friday 6th November 2022. Our theme was Time for Change: Action Not Words!

Our whole school focus this year was around our November Value of Leadership. Each class 

chose an individual or group of individuals who showed exemplary leadership, whilst 

over coming adversity. This year some of these individuals included: Malala Yousafzai, Marcus 

Rashford, Stevie Wonder, Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughn, Mary Jackson, Dr Christine 

Darden and Sir Walter Tull.

During the week we had a whole school assembly with the focus on these inspiring individuals 

and discussed the importance of using the lessons learnt as a reminder that we can learn 

from events in our past, in order to ensure the future is better for everyone. Within the course 

of the assembly, the children were introduced to some famous, black historical leaders as well 

as discussing the meaning of racism and the impact this has on developing an inclusive 

society.

To further enrich the children’s learning, we organised a series of workshops to take place 

across the course the week. Each year group took part in a Steel Pan workshop which took 

place in the hall on Friday 4th November to end the theme week, this combined musical 

appreciation and an opportunity to develop their musical talents. The video of our whole 

school assembly enjoying the music is here: IMG_0648.MOV

https://hadleywoodpri-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/jrose11_308_o365_hadleywood_enfield_sch_uk/EU_muizB25FMgwa35An0OsEBIeRnQaa4n-6fms-_EWjLwQ?email=fworby1.308@o365.hadleywood.enfield.sch.uk&e=J5B6Pi


Moore Class  

Our Reception class shared ‘Malala's Magic Pencil’ a wonderful picture book 

which follows Malala Youfzai and her dreams and wishes.

As a child in Pakistan, Malala made a wish for a magic pencil that she could use to 

redraw reality. She would use it for good; to give gifts to her family, to erase the 

smell from the rubbish dump near her house. (And to sleep an extra hour in the 

morning.)

As she grew older, Malala wished for bigger and bigger things. She saw a world 

that needed fixing. And even if she never found a magic pencil, Malala realized 

that she could still work hard every day to make her wishes come true.

After sharing the story, the children discussed what they would wish for if they had 

a magic pencil. They took part in a circle time and were excited to share how their 

magic pencil could make the world a fairer place. One child said, "I wish that 

everyone could have enough food to eat, we can help them like we did at Harvest 

time."



Attenborough Class  

Our Year 1 class looked at the achievements of Marcus Rashford 

and how he had overcome poverty and adversity through his 

childhood to build a career in football, but more importantly inspire 

people through his tireless support of charities.

They were impressed that he had inspired the entire nation by 

convincing the government to provide free school meals to poorer 

students during holidays. They learnt that he was a keen advocate 

of FareShare, a charity that aim at relieving food poverty and 

reducing food waste and supported them in raising over £20million to 

provide children across Manchester (and later the UK) with food if 

they got free school meals whilst they were still in school, during the 

time children were at home during the Covid pandemic.

The children thought about what makes them special and how they 

could help others, regardless of barriers within their lives.



Parks Class

Year 2 enjoyed learning about Stevie Wonder, is an American 

singer-songwriter, who is credited as a pioneer and influence 

by musicians across a range of genres that include rhythm and 

blues, pop, soul, gospel, funk, and jazz.

He fought for inclusion sharing his belief that "everything 

needs to be accessible for everyone." Having been born blind 

and lived through the civil rights movement in America he is 

incredibly inspiring to all musicians, and especially those with 

disabilities. He shows everyone that a disability should never 

stop you from creating music and following your dreams.

The children enjoyed listening to his music, understanding and 

singing along to the lyrics and then performing his songs. They 

also considered how they showed inclusion in their daily lives, 

and what more they could do to help other people.



King Class  

The theme of Year 3’s multicultural week was to look at 

overcoming adversity and helping others. They also chose to 

look at the work of Marcus Rashford and considered the 

importance of being a good leader through kindness. The 

children looked at the quote, " We are not kind to be noticed. 

We are kind because it's the right thing to do." They looked at 

how different leaders showed kindness in the face of cruelty 

and injustice to break down barriers and support others.

At the end of the week the children collected all of the 

information they had learned across the course of the week and 

used it to create their own information poster and reflections on 

Marcus Rashford's work so far with a focus on resilience and 

determination.





Thunberg Class   

Thunberg Class, looked at two books about Katherine 
Johnson. They incorporated extracts into their reading and 
used them to learn more about Katherine’s life and how she 
became a bold woman in black history.

They watched an extract from Hidden Figures and looked at 
how Katherine was treated in male-orientated world of 
NASA. As a class, the children discussed why this happened 
and how they felt about it. They also looked at what they 
could do if we witnessed some of the animosity that 
Katherine faced.

During the week they looked at the values that Katherine 
showed during her time before, during and after 
NASA. From all the information they gathered on Katherine 
Johnson, the children wrote a report and shared their 
thoughts on why she was an inspirational role model.





Mandela Class   

Mandela class was inspired by the four women who overcame 

prejudice both based on race and gender to change the space race 

forever. Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson and 

Christine Darden were good at math and wanted to make a difference 

to the world through their mathematical knowledge. They broke glass 

ceilings to eventually all work at NASA and shape the space race.

The children were fascinated by the fact that while today we think of 

computers as machines, in the 1940’s computers were actual people 

like, Dorothy, Mary, Katherine and Christine. Their job was to do 

math! The children reflected on the bravery needed to fight for their 

rights to work in a predominately white, male dominated industry and 

how their academic prowess created change. The children commented 

that their favourite line of the book showed hope and tenacity, " The 

next adventure wouldn’t be easy and would require lots of tests and 

more numbers. But Dorothy, Mary, Katherine and Christine knew one 

thing: with hard work, perseverance and a love of math... Anything was 

possible!"







Turing Class   

Our Year 6 children learned about the life of Walter Tull by 

studying the text ‘Walter Tull's Scrapbook’ by Michaela 

Morgan.

Turing Class learned how Walter Tull, the grandson of a 

slave and raised in an orphanage, became one of 

Tottenham Hotspur's star players and later became the 

first black officer in the British Army. They explored how 

his bravery and leadership in the First World War won him 

a recommendation for the Military Cross.

As a result of their learning and discussions during the 

week, the children were then able to produce a detailed 

Walter Tull information booklet which you can see in their 

PSHE books.





Steel Pan Workshop

The children loved learning how to play the steel pans. 
They were fascinated to learn that the steel pan evolved 
out of earlier musical practices of Trinidad's African 
descendants. Drumming was used as a form of 
communication among the enslaved Africans and was 
subsequently outlawed by the British colonial government 
in 1883.

While many instruments experienced some degree of 
evolution in recent years, the steel pan has the distinction 
of being the only instrument to be truly 'invented' in the 
20th century.

The first instruments developed in the evolution of steel 
pan were Tamboo Bamboo, tunable sticks made of 
bamboo wood. These were hit onto the ground with other 
sticks to produce sound.


